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Continued from No. 30. 


und that the gentleman from New York had re- 
ferred to it in his speech 

Several members here called Mr. Barnarp to or- 
der, and a scene of great confusion arose, which 
jasted for some minutes. 

After the disorder had somewhat subsided, Mr. | 
PROFFIT called for tellers on the appeal, which | 
were ordered. 

The question then being put as follows: ‘Si. 
the decision of the Cuair stand as the judgment of 
the committee?” The ayes were 68. 

Mr. JENIFER here complained that his appeal | 
had not been fairly stated, and on that he called | 
upon his friends not to vote. Messrs. Prorrir, | 
BarnaRD, and others took the same ground, | 
and called to their friends, ‘Do not let us vote.” 

Mr. JENIFER said he hoped no friend of his 
would vote. 

The confusion and disorder was here renewed 
with increased violence, upwards of a score of mem- 
bers being on their feet and attempting to speak at | 
once. 

The CHAIR again stated the grounds of his | 
decision, viz: That the gentleman was going on to | 
discuss Abolitionism, hard cider, etc. because the 
gentleman from New York had referred to those | 
subjects in the concluding paragraph of his speech, | 





and that such was irrelevant, etc. 

Mr. PROFFIT protested, in a loud voice, 
against this statement, and denounced it as unfair. 

Several members called Mr. Prorrit to order, 
and insisted that he should take his seat. 

The question on the appeal was taken by tellers; 
Messrs. Briacs and Cuapman of Alabama acted as 
such; and those opposed to the decision of the 
Cuair refusing to pass through the tellers, and their 
being no quorum of the affirmative votes, 

The CHAIR had no alternative than to rise and 
report the fact to the House. 

The SPEAKER having resumed the chair, 

Mr. JENIFER was proceeding to refer to what 
had occurred in committee, when he was called to 
order by the Speaker, on the ground that there 
could be no debate. 

A.the request of several members, the SPEAKER 
counted the House, and a quorum appearing in 
their seats, the House again resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole—Mr. Banxs in the chair. 

The question being on the appeal, 

Mr. JENIFER contended that the Cuair, in 
stating the ground of the appeal, had erred as to the 
fact. 
the subject referred to in the speech of the gentle- 
mano from New York, but had inerely expressed his 
intention of so doing. When he was called to er- 
der, he had not gone on to discuss them—he had not 
said a single word. 

The CHAIR repeated that he had called the gen- 
tleman to order on the ground that he was pro- 
ceeding to discuss the subject of Abolition, etc. 

Mr. BRIGGS coincided with the Cnarr as to 
what he believed were the facts of the case. The 


gentleman from Maryland, after readiog the para- | 
graph from the speech of the gentleman from New | 
York on the subject of Abolition, was then proceed- | 
ing to speak upon it, when the Carr interfered, | 


and he (Mr. B.) thought very properly. 


The CHAIR again propounded the question on | 


the appeal, on which tellers had been ordered, and 


there were—ayes 68 in favor of the decision. The | 


Whigs opposed to the decision of the Crair again 
refused to vote. 

Mr. ADAMS and others ealled upon their friends 
not to vote, and the result was, that the Cuair was 
again compelled to rise and report the absence of a 
quoram, although there was a quorum in their 
seats. 

The SPEAKER having resumed the Cuair, 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama moved to adjourn. 

Onthis motion the yeas and nays were ordered, 
and were—yeas 20, nays 119. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. JENIFER then addressed the Speaker on 


Mr. J. said he was not proceeding to discuss | 
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the subject of his appeal in committee, and com- 
plained that he had been denied the right of speak- 
ing on his own appeal, which he demanded as a 
right, etc. 

Mr. KEIM asked if the gentleman was to be the 
sole judge of what was right. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman was under 
the control of, and must abide by, the decisions of 
the committee. 

Mr. JENIFER wished to know if he had not 
the right to ask the Sreakrr to appoint another 
chairman. 

Mr. BANKS rose to reply, as did other gentle- 
man, when 

The SPEAKER said there cou!d be no debate; 
and, as a quorum was now present, the House 
would go again into commitiee, and the Cnair- 
MAN Would be pleased to resume the chair. 

Mr. Banks accordingly resumed the chair, and 
the question still being on the appeal, 

Mr. WISE having been absent, desired the 
Cuatr to re-state the ground of his decision. 

The CHAIR didso as fo!lows, that, ailer the gen- 
tleman from Maryland had read the paragraph 
from Mr. Srrona’s speech, on Abolition, etc. ce was 
proceeding to debate the subject. 

After some debate cf a conversational character, 
Mr. JENIFER reduced his appeal to writing, and 
it was read by the CLerx as follows: 

“Mr. Jenirer, of Maryland, read in his place 
a paragraph from a speech delivered by Mr. Strona 
of New York, in the same committee, on the same 
subject, viz: the Snb-Treasury bill, which para- 
graph is as follows, (see above.) 

“Mr. Strenc answered that it had been deli- 
vered by him, and Mr. Jenirer then avowed his 
intention of replying to the allegations and matters 
contained in that paragraph The Cnair called 
Mr. Jenirer to order, and Mr. Jenirer appealed 
from that decision.” 

The question was then taken by tellers, on sus- 
taining the decision of the Cuair, and resulted— 
ayes 80, noes 51. 

So the fecision of the Cmair was affirmed, and 
Mr. Jenirer decided to be out of order. 

Mr. HOPKINS then moved that the gentleman 
from Maryland be permitted to proceed in order; 
which motion prevailed. 

Mr. JENIFER then resumed his remarks, and 
pruceeded to male some comments on the political 
course of Mr. Brown of Mississippi, and more es- 
pecially on the vote of that gentleman whena 
member of the Mississippi Legislature, in re'ation 
to the issue of post notes. He also referredto a 
recent speech of Mr. B. in which the letter denied 
having voted for post notes in 1839. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi reminded the 
gentleman that his colleague [Mr. Brown] had 
made no speech on the present bill,and was un- 
derstood to raise a point oforderas to the pro- 
priety of referring to a speech celivered on another 
subject. 

Mr. JENIFER proceeded and said he could 
show from the record that Mr. B. did vote for the 
issue of post notes in Mississippi. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi again rose 
and reminded Mr. J. that his colleague [Mr. 
Brown] was absent. He would, however, under- 
take to say that his celleague, if present, could ex- 
plain the matter to the entire satisfaction of the 
gentleman and the House He hoped, therefore, 
that no question would be raised calculated to af- 
fect his colleague’s veracity. Mr. T. added that 
if it was in order he himself would explain the 
matter to the satisfaction of the House and the 
people of the country. 

The CHAIR said it would not be in order. 

Mr. JENIFER said he was going to show that 
the Legislature of Mississippi had issued post notes, 
and that the gentleman [Mr. Brown] had voted 
for these notes in lieu of United States Bank 
notes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi wished to ask 
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the geutleman from Maryland if he was going to 
debate the subject of post notes. 

Mr. JENIFER said he was going to show that 
the record falsified what the gentleman’s colleague, 
[Mr. Brown,] had said in his speech. 

Mr. THOMPSON said the record was false, 
and he could show that the man who made the re- 
cord had admitted he hac placed Mr. Brown ina 
false position. 

Mr. JENIFER was understood t say that if 
the record was false, that altered the case. All he 
intended to say was, that the record as it stood, 
falsified what the gentleman [Mr. Brown] had said 
in relation to his vote on the issue cf post notes, 

Mr. THOMPSON, in the absence of his col- 
league, asked leave toexplain the matter. He then 
made a statement in relation to the record, in sub- 
stance that the man who made the record, had pub- 
lished in the newspapers a statement as to the man- 
ner in which the record was made, and how he had 
placed General Brown in a false position, etc. The 
people of Mississippi understood the matter perfect- 
ly well. Besides, he would remind the gentleman 
from Mary!and, that his colleague, Mr. B. had not 
denied having voted for post notes in 1836. Onthe 
contrary, he had admitted it. All he denied was 
voting for them in 1839. 

Mr. JENIFER made some further remarks, 
pending which 

Mr. THOMPSON informed him that he had 
despatched a messenger for his colleague, who 
would no doubt like to answer for himself. 

Mr. JENIFER brought his remarks to a close, 
protesting that the freedom of debate no longer ex- 
isted, and assuring the committee that what he 
had been prevented from saying in the House, shall] 
appear elsewhere. 

Mr. ALLEN of Ohio next obtained the floor, 
when 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, having now ar- 
rived, with the permission of Mr. ALLEN, took the 
floor for the purpose of making an explanation in 
relation to the charge of Mr. Jenirer, on the sub- 
ject of the Mississippi post notes. He spoke of 
the chivalry of the gentleman from Maryland 
making an attack on him when he was absent. 
He observed that having had no notification that 
the gentleman from Maryland intended to make 
any allusions to his course in the Legislature of 
Mississippi, he had left the House for the purpose 
of fulfilling an engagement; but he had been in- 
formed, that during his absence the gentleman 
from Maryland had said, that he (Mr. B.) had de- 
nied having voted for the issue of post notes in 

1836. 

Now he appealed to the gentleman from T'en- 
nessee, and several other gentiemen, who heard his 
remarks, whether he did not expressly state that he 
did vote for the issue of post notes in 1836. Such 
was the fact, and the gentlemen near him would 
testify to the truth of the statement. But, although 
he had said that he voted for those post notes in 
1836, he had also distinct!y denied having voted 
for them in 1839, although that charge had been 
made again and again, by persons in his own Sta‘e, 
having no regard for decency or political honesty. 
He would now repeat what he had said on a for- 
mer occasion—that, when the post note sys'em 
was first introduced in Mississippi, acticg under 
the advice of certain bank directors, he did relue- 
tantly vote for them; but it was soon discovered 
that they would not answer, and the system ex- 
ploded. After its failure, he then voted against 
them, as it was then ascertained by all parties that 
they were not the things which they expected them 
to be. 

He must also be allowed to say that he could 
not refrain from expressing his surprise at the most 
extraordinary course of the gentleman from Mary- 
land in raking up the votes of honorable members 
of the House, given in their own State Legislatures. 
What object the gentleman could have in thus 
searching out the votes of individual members 
when in their State Legislatures, for the purpose of 
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holding them up to the coumry, he would leave to 
the House to determine. What wes it to he 
gentleman from Maryland how he acted when 
a member of the Legislature of Mississippi? What 
was it to the gentleman if he voted a thousand 
times for post notes? 1t was the business of none 
but the people of Mississippi, and they had proved 
their satisfaction by giving him increased majori- 
ties at his elections. 

Mr. BLACK here rose and appealed to the 
courtesy of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Atien] 
to permit him to reply to the attack made upon 
him by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Jx- 
NIFER.} 

Mr. ANDREWS objected, and called Mr. B. 
to order. 

The CHAIR stated that the gentleman from 
Ohio was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BLACK. I amaware of that, and I appeal 
to the courtesy of that gentleman to allow me to 
repel the attack whivh has been made upon me.by 
the gentleman-from Maryland. 

Mr. ANDREWS contended that it was not in 
the power of the gentleman from Ohio to yield the 
floor, without losing it himself. 

Mr. BLACK, with much vehemence, asked if the 


House would not give him an opportunity to reply | 


to the unjust attack which had been made upon 
him. 

Here a scene of great confusion arose, and Mr. 
Biack persisted in urging his request for an oppor- 
tunity to repel the attack, amidst loud cries of 
‘‘order,” “‘go on,” etc. 

Tne CHAIR having restored order, stated that, 
as objection was made, the gentleman from Geor- 
gia must resume his seat. 

Mr. BLACK did so, remonstrating however at 
the want of courtesy in those gentlemen who ob- 
jected to afford bim a chance to reply. 

A motion was then made that the commitice 
rise, and tellers being ordered, the vote was—ayes 
63, noes 63. 

The Crain voted in the negative. 
tion was rejected. 

Mr. ALLEN then commenced his remarks, and 
continued until 8 o’clock in opposition to the bill, 
when he gave way toa motion that the commiitee 
rise; which motion prevailed. 

The House then adjourned. 


So the mo- 


IN SENATE, 
Weopnespay, June 24, 1840. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judicary, 
reported 

A bill toamend the act approved May 13, 1800, 
entitled “an act toamend an act, entitled an act to 
establish the judicial courts of the United States,” 
and 

A bill to authorize the stereotyping, printing, and 

ublishing of a complete edition of the laws of the 
Jnited States, and the distribution thereof; 
which were severally read, and ordered toa second 
reading. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill confirming the claim 
of the heirs of Antonio Gras to a tract of land in 
Louisiana. 

The joint resolution in addition to a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing certain certificates to be cancelled 
and re-issued; 

The bill forthe relief of the sureties or Archi- 
bald Sneed, deceased; and 

The bill for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes, 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The bill further supplemental to an act entitled 
“an act to abolish imprisonment for debt in certain 
cases,” passed February 24, 1839, afier being dis- 
cussed by Messrs. WALL, KNIGHT, and TALL- 
MADGE; 

The bill to enable the United States to discharge 
liens and incumbrances upon any real estate which 
now is, or hereafter may become, the property of the 
United States, after ‘being debated by Messrs.. 
WALL, DAVIS, CALHOUN, and BUCHA- 
NAN; 
were severally ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill to regulate the legal proceedings, and to 
provide for the more speedy trial of causes in the 
Circuit Court of the United States for the District of 
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Missouri, was discussed by Messrs. W ALL, KING, 
WALKER, and SMITH of Indiana, and amended 
by striking out the additional compensation; and af- 
ter some further remarks by Messrs. KING and 
LINN, it was laid on the table. 

On moiion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the bill for the 
bill for the relief of Auguste Davezac, William D. 
Jones and Nathaniel Niles, was considered as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be engross- 
ed for athird reading. 

SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish’a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved in Senate the amend- 
ment rejected in committee, compelling the debtor to 
become bankrupt if on his arrest or imprison- 
ment he should not procure bail or security in 40 
days. 

After a few remarks by Mr. KING, showing that 
this amendment might operate oppressively, it was 
withdrawn by the mover. 

Some minor amendments having been made on 
motion by Mr. Williams and Mr. Wall— 

Mr. WALL moved thecompulsory bankruptcy of 
a debtor in case he should declare himself to be in- 
solvent. 

The amendment was rejected by—ayes 8, noes 
not counted. : 

Mr. WALKER asked if the Senator from New 
York (Mr. Wright) would consent to change the 
time when the bill would go into operation from the 
fourth of March to the first of January or February, 
assigning as a reason for the request that, in a parti- 
cular district in Mississippi, the postponement to the 
fourth of March, would in effect postpone the time 
several months longer. ‘T'o save the trouble of vot- 


ing, &c. Mr. W. would now agree tothe first of 


February, if none objected, though he should much 
preter the first of January, and should move that 
time, if it should be necessary to make a motion at 
all. 

Mr. WRIGHT, ‘after a few remarks as to a 
point of order, said he could not consent to this 
request. 

Mr. WALKER now moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the fourth of March was fixed as 
the day when the bill should go into operation. 

This motion was carried in the affirmative, as 
tollows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Hender- 
son, Huntington, King, Knight, Merrick, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, Web- 
ster, and Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Pierce, Prentiss, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Wil- 
liams, and Wright—19. 

Mr. WRIGHT now moved the first of Febru- 
ary, Mr. WALKER the first of January, and 
Mr. HENDERSON the first day of December 
next, 

After an irregular conversation on order, pre- 
cedence, and a renewal of the compromise at first 
proposed by Mr. Watker— 

Mr. KING said it was in order to vote for the 
fourth of March, which was the question to be 
reconsidered; and that day was rejected, as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of 


Alabama, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, 
Smitit of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, 
Wall, Williams, aud Wright—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Henderson, Huntington, King, Knight, Merrick, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Pres- 
ton, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, Walker, and Webster—24. 

Mr. WALKER now moved the Ist of January, 
and Mr. WRIGHT the Ist of February; and, af- 
ter a short conversation, precedence was understood 
to fallon Mr. Wricur’s motion, as an amendment 
tothe motion of Mr. Waker. 

And, accordingly, the Ist of February next was 
fied as the day when the bill should go into ope- 
ration, by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Dixon, 
Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 





Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Williams 
Wright, and Young—25. : 

YAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Kentucky 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Henderson, Hunting: 
ton, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter, Preston, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster and White—21. 

The operation of the bill being limited to two 
years, 

Mr. DIXON moved to strike out this limitation, 
leaving the time indefinite. He said there might be 
oceasion for legislation, where a limited period of 
time for the existence of alaw would be very pro- 
per; when, for instance, the law was to remedy a 
mere temporary or partial evil. Buta law that was 
intended as the commencement of a permanent na- 
tional system, regulating finally the great relation 
of debtor and creditor, and that, too, in pursuance of 
a constitutional provision of the Federal Govern- 
ment, he could not but deem such a limitation unne- 
cessary, to say the least of it, inasmuch as Con- 
gress could at any session repeal the law, when- 
ever that repeal might be deemed expedient. {t 
might be harmless enovgh for a man to make bar- 
gains with himself, and prescribe limitation for his 
own action, because, while in the excrcise of free 
agency, he could enforce or cancel them at plea- 
sure, without the imputation of bad faith, and so a 
Legislature in many matters may limit their acts 
of legislation to a given period of time, which 
they can always control. But, in relation to this 
subject, this limitation would be worse than useless; 
it will give to the intention of this law an inauspi- 
cious character. It will be considered that the 
makers of it, instead of forming a law for a per- 
manent bankrupt system, have only intended it as 
ameretemporary relief law, for a particular class— 
as a mere sponge to wipe out the old scores of the 
present insolvent debtors. All will admit that 
ought not to be the only object of the law, although 
it would be among its very desirable ends. It has 
been supposed that this effort for a bankrupt law 
was made as another experiment for that system of 
bankruptcy authorized by the Constitution, and con- 
templated from the commencement of the Govern- 
ment. But is two years a fair pe of time 
for such an experiment? It will be long 
enough to show its imperfections and its abuses; 
for all new systems are obnoxious to abuse, and 
in their first operations develope their latent defects. 


But it is said the law can be extended. That 
may happen; but it is more probable that such 
will be the use made of it as to render it unpo- 
pular, and put an end to further legislation on 
that subject. ‘The doubt that will be entertained 
of any extension of the law, or the passage of 
any other law on the subject, will enrol thou- 
sands on the bankrupt calendar. When the pe- 
riod of this bankrupt law is drawing to a close, 
many a man who might get on well enough in 
business would begin to reflect on his chances of 
fortune some time hence, and calling to mind 
the sufferings of the insolvent debtor when there 
is no bankrupt law, would seize the opportunity 
as it passed. The prompt and watchful spirit 
that pervades this country marks the periods of 
time when self-interest may be best promoted, and 
when self-preservation can be best secured. What 
course do men adopt when statutes of limitation 
are passed? Cutting off State demands of any 
other law of limitation, do you not see a general 
movement to come within the law? Do you not 
see your dockets enlarged with cases, and your 
courts of law filled with suitors? All act upon 
the maxim of making hay while the sun shines. 
Thus you will see men in crowds moving for the 
bankrupt law. Some upon the voluntary princi- 
ple will rush into it, while others upon the co- 
ercive principle are thrust into it. All, for aught 
I know, may be very appropriate subjects, for I 
am only speaking of the effects it will have on 
the fate of the experiment. This will be the pe- 
riod when the public will have the subject aides 
consideration, and the long list of bankrupts will 
be alarming, bring the system into public odium, 
and there will be an end of bankrupt laws. 


Would the people of this country be in favor of 
this law if they supposed nothing more was in- 


tended than vo years’ use of it? The adoption of 
this system involves sacrifices; it contravenes a salu- 
tary maxim of legislation; it is retrospective in its 
operation on past contracts now outstanding; it adds 
another change in business relations, to the incon- 
venience of a people already worn down with 
changes; it gives a new character tothe relation of 
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debtor and creditor; all which would be borne, and 
cheerfully borne, to secure the desirable end of a 
rmanent bankrupt system. But, a two years’ 
regulation of an abiding evil would only serve to 
confuse rather than regulate the relations of business. 
It'would, to be sure, relieve many useful and de- 
serving men from the bondage of their indebtedness, 
whose efforts are now paralyzed, and who are enti- 
tled to this relief. But the condition of the present 
class of insolvent debtors is not the only considera- 
tion which should govern in forming this bill. And 
whatever limitation gives rise to jealousy—that it is 
a mere temporary relief law—will render the law 
unpopular, and destroy all hope of any permanent 
system. 
‘Mr. D’s motion to strike out the limitation was 
negatived as follows: 

AS—Messrs. Brown, Dixon, Henderson, 
Knight, Merrick, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Ruggles, 
Southard, Strange, Tallmadge, White—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, Hunting- 
ton, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Smith 
of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Walk- 
er, Wall, Webster, Williams, Wright, Young—32. 

After a minor amendment, moved by Mr. Crir- 
TENDEN— 

Mr. WALL moved to insert ‘a requisition that 
notice, personal or by letter, of any bankruptcy un- 
der this bill should be given, when practicable, to 
all the creditors. 

This amendment, after a few remarks by Mr. 
W. for it, and by Mr. CRITTENDEN against it, 
was agreed to as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Nicholas, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Ro- 
binson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, 
7" , Wall, William, and Wright—22. 

AYS—Messrs. Brown, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Henderson, Knight, 
Merrick, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rug- 
les, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
alker, Webster, and White—19. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by 
yeas and nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Hunting- 
ton, Knight, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Phelps, Porter, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, White, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Smith 
of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, and 
Wall—23. 

The Senate, having held an Executive session, 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, June 24, 1840. 

Mr. BOTTS observed that he understood that 
now, after the lapse of ten days, the record of the 
trial of Lieutenant Hooe before a court martial was 
returned from the Department, and was now on the 
Speaker’s table; he called for its presentation to the 
House, that it might be read. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked if he was to under- 
stand the Cuair as putting the question then. 

Mr. BOTTS said, no; he himself raised the ques- 
tion, and he wished the documents to be presented 
to the House. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to any communica- 
tion of the kind being taken up out of the regular 
order of business. He had not the slightest objec- 
tion to the presentation of the documents in the 
regular order, when the Speaker should ask leave 
to present the documents on his table; but he did ob- 
ject to any particular document being called up 
from the rest, by any member, 

_ Mr. BOT'TS said he had been charged with send- 
ing poison rome the country, and he now wished 
to embrace the first opportunity of furnishing the 
antidote; and if objection was made, he would move 
a suspension of the rules, in order thatthe commu- 
nication might now be received by the House, and 


read. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE said he had no objection, 
provided the Speaker presented the documents in 


is 5 order. 
. PETRIKIN said: I object during the morn- 
ing hour. It would interfere with the reports of 














committees. Afier that, he would have no objee- 
tion. 

Mr. GRAVES and others demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia inquired whether Mr. 
Borrs moved that the rules be suspended during the 
morning hour only, or generally. 

Mr. BOTT said he would modify his motion to 
the morning hvur only. 

The question being taken, the yeas and nays re- 
sulted as follows: Yeas 145, nays 25. 

So the rules were suspended during the morning 
hour. 

The CHAIR then laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Navy Department, containing 
the proceedings ofa court martial at Pensacola, sum- 
moned for the trial of Lieut. Hooe, together with the 
approval thereof by the Secretary of the Navy, 
Lieut. Hooe’s protest and memorial to the President, 
and certain remarks of the Secretary in defence of 
his course in approving the sentence, together with 
a legal opinion of the United States District Attor- 
ney, Francis 8. Key. 

Ihe reading having proceeded for some time— 

Mr. BOTTS interrupted the reading, and (with 
much anxiety and surprise depicted in his counte- 
nance) said: Mr. Speaker, that is not the document 
expected, and which was called for under the reso- 
lution of the House. It was one which had never 
been shown to him. It seemed tobe a defence of 
the Administration. Is that the document, Mr. 
Speaker? 

The SPEAKER. I do not know. 

[A considerable buzz now prevailed in the hall; 
and evident surprise and disappointment, if not 
mortification, were depicted in the countenances of 
those who instigated the call for the document. 
There was much undertone conversation, anda 
confounded thinking: some of the exclamations 
were sufficiently audible to enable the Reporter to 
catch them—such as, “It is a defence of the Presi- 
dent and Secretary!” “It is not what was expect- 
ed!” “The preamble and resolutions would have 
answered a much better purpose!” “The thing 
should not have been pressed after the motion to 
suspend the rules for the reception of the preamble 
and resolution.” That was the point on which to 
rest it. Considerable confusion. Cries from the 
friends of the Administration, and accompanied by 
some laughter, at the apparent chagrin and asto- 
nishment expressed by those who introduced the 
preamble and resolution. ‘Read on! read on! that 


‘is the identical document! that is a part of the pro- 


ceedings called for—it embraces ati.” Considera- 
ble conversation in the undercurrent, by the friends 
of the Administration, (who appeared to be much 
pleased,) of which the Reporter caught the words: 
“He is caught in his own trap! not so much politi- 
cal capital as was expected!” “No go!” “How 
impolitic to try to make capital out of every thing!” 
“The Lieutenant will not thank him.” “It must be 
printed!” “Jt puts a new face on the circumstan- 
ces!” Many other things were heard, which the 
Reporter will not give.] 

The document was read through. 

A number of gentlemen rose simultaneously, 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, moved to 
refer this communication to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and on that motion he demanded the 
previous question. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON called for the read- 
ing of the documents accompanying the commu- 
nication. 

They were read accordingly. The reading hav- 
ing proceeded some time— 

r. RHETT moved to suspend the reading, but 
it was objected to, as against the rule; and Mr. R, 
did not press the motion. 

The reading then proceeded. 

Mr. BOTTS. That is not the record of the trial; 
that is a defence of the Administration. 

The SPEAKER. The record is here, and will 
now be read. 

The reading of the record of the trial was then 
commenced; but before it was concluded, the morn- 
ing hour expired. 

r. JONES moved to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, but temporarily 
withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. CRABB of Alabama, who moved a recon- 
sideration of the decision of the House made yes- 
terday to receive and place in the Library of Con- 

ress a copy of Raymond’s Political Economy. 
Having examined that book, Mr. C. had discover- 
ed that it contained doctrine and language highl 
exceptionable to him as a Southern man, and whic 





he believed came within the rule on the subject of 
Abolition; in case of reconsideration, he wished to 
move the reference of the book to the Committee 
on the Library, in order that it might be examined 
and reported on to save the time of the House. 

Mr. TT'URNEY demanded the previous question 
on the motion to reconsider. 

The previous question was seconded, put, and 
prebie and the main question being on recon- 
Sidering— 

Mr. JAMES demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered 

Mr. ADAMS rose amidst cries of “order,” and 
was going on to express his surprise at the motion 
of the gentleman from Alabama, and to give some 
account of the book, when he was arrested by the 
CuHair 

Mr. A. remonstrated. 

The CHAIR insisted that he could not proceed 
but by general consent. 

Objections were loudly uttered 

Mr. LINCOLN said that unless his colleague 
should be permitted to proceed, and give the House 
some account of the book, Mr. L. should demand 
that the book itself be read. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired if it was in order to 
ask for the reading of the book on the motion to re- 
consider. 

Mr. LINCOLN demanded 
read. 

The CHAIR decided that as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Linco.tn}] was called to vote 
respecting this book, he had a right, under the 
rules of the House, to have it read, if he so de- 
manded. 

Great confusion arose. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, Mr. TURNEY, Mr. AN- 
DREWS, Mr. HOPKINS, and others, were on 
their feet, all simultaneously addressing the Chair. 

Mr. HOPKINS called tor the reading of the rule 
of the House, and alsoof Jefferson’s Manual on 
the question of order. 

Mr. ANDREWS inquired if it was not in order 
for the gentleman from Massachusetts to make an 
explanation. 

‘he CHAIR said it was not, except by leave of 
the House. 

Mr. LINCOLN wished to explain, but the Chair 
refused, the previous question having been ordered. 

The CHAIR then stated his decision, and ex- 
plained the grounds on which it rested. 

Mr. HOPKINS took an appeal; but before any 
vote was taken on the appeal— 

Mr. RAMSAY moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 


Mr. CRAB wished to explain, but was arrested. 

The question being stated from the Chair— 

Mr. ADAMSaddressed the House. [Loud cries 
of order.] The gentleman from Alaba—— 

The CHAIR called to order. 

The gentleman from Alabama has undertaken 
[order, order] to be grand inquisitor for this House; 
to speak [order] its opinion on a certain book, 
{Here the cries of order were very loud, and the 
Chair ordered Mr. Adams to resume his seat.] 

The question being again stated— 

Mr. CRABB demanded the yeas and nays, but 
the House refused to order them. 

The vote being taken, the CHAIR declared it to 
be decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. CRABB remonstrated, declaring that he had 
demanded a count, 

Mr. NAYLOR inquired of the Cuan whether, 
the whole subject was laid on the table, it would 
take the book out of the library, and place it on the 
table. 

The CHAIR replied, no. 

The question was —_ put,and the House di- 
viding, the ayes were 123, the noes 30. 

So the House determined that the whole subject 
should be laid on the table. 

Mr. CRABB rose and stated to the Cuam that 
he had, previously to the last vote, demanded that 
one chapter of the book of Mr. Raymond be read 
to the House. 

The CHAIR replied that he had had heard no 
such demand. 

Mr. CRABB now, under much excitement, de- 
manded the reading of the chapter, that the base 
libel ofthis author onthe South and its institutions— 
[Here the uproar became very great: Mr. Craza 
continuing to speak with more and more animation: 
the Cuair calling to order: shouts of order mixed 
with loud laughter resounding from alJ quarters of 
the hall. 
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Mr. C. however, amidst the confusion, said that 
the book was a base libe] on Southern institutions; 
sand was smuggled into the House. , 
Mr. ADAMS, at the top of his voice, cried good! 
ss good! [Much laughter.]} 
Order being at length with difficulty restored— 
On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House went 
once more into Committee of the Whole on the 
@ state of the Union, [Mr. Banxs in the chair,] and 
resumed the consideration of the 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
Mr. ALLEN of Ohio, who had the floor, resumed 


© * his speech in opposition to the bill, and continued 
; a to address the committee until one o’clock, showing 


Sthe advantages of a Bank of the United States as 


an antagonist measure to the Independent Trea- 
sury 


Mr 






SERGEANT next obtained the floor and 
spoke till the hour of half past two o'clock, in oppo- 


t sition to the bill, at which time the House took its 
Se usual recess. 

a EVENING SESSION. 

* Mr. SERGEANT resumed his remarks. He 


pointed out the demerits of the Independent Trea- 
| sury system, and the advantages of a Bank of the 
) United States. He hd not concluded at half past 


: 


» = six o'clock, p. m. at which hour he gave way to 


See Wiipsscteiens: 
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» Mr. GRAVES, who moved that the committee 

rise; which question was taken by tellers, and re- 

© sulted—ayes 65, nays 57. So the committee ac- 

Hecordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, 

Mr. WISE said he was about to make one of the 
shortest speeches that he had ever made. He ex- 
pected to be absent for a few days. He gave notice 

| to the House and to his constituents, that he would, 
~ if present when the question was taken on the Inde- 
pendent Treasury bill, vote against it. He therefore 
moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. HAND demanded the yeas and nays on that 
motion, which having been ordered, were—yeas 76, 
hays 69 

The House accordingly adjourned. 
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IN SENATE, 
Trurspay, June 25, 1840. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented to the Se- 
nate the petition of Mr. Petromueski,a Polish ex- 
ile, in relation to the distribution of the lands 
granted by the Government; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, fromthe Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, to which was referred the request 
of thecitizens of New York for the recall of Con- 
sul Trist from Havana, asked to be discharged 
from the same, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, who were investigat- 
ing the charges against Mr. Trist; which was 
' avreed to 

Mr. PHELPS, fromthe Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported House bill for the relief of Hiram 
Lassell, with an amendment. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the memorial of the Territory of Iowa, in re- 
lation to the extinction of an Indian title; which 
; was agreed to. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of J. F. Sarchet, 
| asking that appeals in the collection of the re- 
venue from District and Circuit Courts to the 
Supreme Court of the United States might be 
allowed. 

The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed : 

The bill further supplemental to an act entitled 
“an act to abolish imprisonment for debt in cer- 
; tain cases,” passed February 24, 1839. 

The billto enable the United States to discharge 
liens and encumbrances upon any real estate 
which now is, or hereafter may become, the pro- 
perty of the United States. 


The bill for the relief of Augustus Davezac, 
William D. Jones, and Nathaniel Niles. 


The bill for the relief of the administrator of Wil- 
liam Hogan, was taken up as in committee of the 
whole, and 


Mr. HUBBARD opposed the bill at much 
length, reviewing the various items in detail, and 
demonstrating that the claim was not only un- 
founded, but that there actually wasacharge of some 
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thousands of dollars against the claimant on the 
books of the Treasury at this day. 
Mr. STRANGE rose to reply, but gave way 
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to the suggestion that the time for taking up 
the special order had arrived. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, by unanimous consent, was consi- 
dered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
report to the Senate the amount of all the mo- 
neys appropriated to be expended in the District 
of Columbia by acts of Congress since the loca- 
tion of the seat of Government within the Dis- 
trict. Also, the amount appropriated in lots, 
lands, or other public property, exclusively of the 
ordinary expenditures of the Government, and 
that he separate such appropriations in tabular 
form, as follows: giving the appropriations of 
each year in the order of time, the amount of 
each appropriation, and the particular object to 
which each appropriation was made, whether 
made to the District, to either of the cities, or to 
any corporation or individual within the District. 

SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States having 
been read a third time and several amendments, 
suggested by Mr. Wa tt, not interfering with the 
general principles of the bill, having been adopted, 

Mr. TAPPAN briefly submitted his reasons 
for having opposed the bill, and why he should 
record his vote against its passa;e. He enter- 
tained no doubt that the Constitution gave to Con- 
gress full power over the whole subject, but he 
thought the exercise. of that power at thistime, of 
extremely doubtful expediency. The bill now be- 
fore the Senate, though general in its character, 
will not be uniform in its operation; that is, its 
operation willnot be the same on the merchant of 
New York as on the farmer of Ohio. Hethought 
that the sentiments of the great mass of the com- 
munity were in opposition to such a law, and in- 
stanced the fact that the former enactment of Con- 
gress on this subject was permitted to remain but 
two years on our statute book. He concluded by 
expressing his opinion, that though the Constitu- 
tion conferred the power of making laws on the 
subject of bankruptcy to the General Government, 
it was one of those matters which sound policy 
dictated should be left to the legislation of the re- 
spective States. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said the time had now passed 
for a detailed investigation of the merits of this 
important measure; he rose for no such purpose; 
his object was to submit a few general and brief 
remarks in justification of the vote which he in- 
tended to give. 

Mr. L. said he had been true to the pledge 
which he had given to the Senate, at an earlier 
stage of the discussionon this subject. He had not 
suffered himself to make up a definitive opinion, 
until full time and opportunity had been afforded 
the leading friends of this measure to amend, modify 
and mould its provisions, to suit their views of 
the interest of those intended to be benefited, in- 
cluding both debtor and creditor. But, sir, the 
time has now arrived when the final action of the 
Senate is called for upon the fina] passage of the 
bill; and, for one, I am ready for that decision. 
After the most patient investigation and mature 
consideration of the whole subject, aided as I 
have been in the formation of my conclusions, by 
the ability and intelligence of this enlightened 
Senate, I no longer hesitate. I am ready to give 
my vote against the passage of the bill. This, 
sir, isa measure of importance, on account of the 
principles involved, as well as the great indi- 
vidual interests now at issue on the question. It 
is a measure upon which Congress should not le- 
gislate, so long as a strong doubt of the propriety 
of the legislation proposed rests on the mind of 
the legislator. That pure and sensible statesman, 
Nathaniel Macon, advised me twenty-five years 
ago never to vote for an important measure, so 
long as I entertained doubts of the expediency, 
and especially of the constitutionality of the mea- 
sure proposed. The advice was good, sir, and 
deserves the consideration of every statesman. We 
all admit the constitutional authority of Congress 
to pass uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies. 
But, sir, I doubt the constitutionality of this 
law. To my mind its operation will not be uni- 
form. It will be partial and unjust in many re- 
spects to both debtor and creditor. Should this 
bill become the law of the land, I now venture 
the opinion that it will become an odious and of- 
fensive law to the larger portion of the people of 
this country. Its injustice and partial effects will 
be more fully developed by its operation than can 








be done by any argument on the floor of the Senate 
at this time. Equal laws, and equal political rights 

are the letter and spirit of our institutions. I dislike 
all legislation designed for the enclusive benefit of 
the few. Moreover, sir, this bill, to my mind, inter- 
feres too much with individual contracts and obli- 

gations. I can find no power in the Constitution 
which authorizes Congress to impair the obligation 
of individual contracts. A proper sense of moral 
duty compels every man to consider his vows and 
obligations sacred. An honest debtor, if legally 
absolved from the embarrassment of all his debts, 
would nevertheless feel himself bound, if the smiles 
of fortune should afterwards enable him to do so, to 
hunt up and discharge all his old contracts. 

Mr. President, I protest, sir, against being num- 
bered amongst those who have no sympathy fur 
honest debtors, for suffering humanity, wherever it 
may exist. I am not only in favor of abolition 
from imprisonment, and all other shackles for debt, 
but my feelings incline meto admire the policy of 
ancient times, when at regular periods the whole 
people could look forward to the coming year of 
jubilee, when there would bea full, free, and entire 
release from all indebtedness and harassing obli- 
gations and demands. 

But, sir, when debts are contracted with a view 
to existing laws and regulations in society, the 
case is altered. The indebtedness of the people of 
this country has been incurred under a Govern- 
ment which holds out no hope of ayear of gene- 
ral release. Hence the great delicacy of the sub- 
ject, when we attempt by legislation to interfere 
with debtor andcreditor. It isnot only a delicate 
subject in itself; but under our system the division 
of power between the States and Federal Govern- 
ment, in relation to the proper legislations which 
in necessary to guard the interest of both debtor 
and creditor, is such as to require from legisla- 
tors great circumspection and care. 

Sir, the more I have reflected on this subject, 
in connection with my attention to the able and 
extended discussion in this chamber, the more I 
incline to the opinion, that the States are best 
qualified to provide for the evils which this bill is 
intended to remedy. The States unquestionably, 
by their insolvent laws, and other a le- 
gislation, have the power to guard the honest but 
unfortunate debtor, fromthe unfeeling tyranny and 
oppression of the assuming creditor; and in most 
of the States it has already been done. 

This bill, if it becomes the law of the land, will 
doubtless afford great relief to a comparatively 
very few individuals. But 1 do verily believe the 
great majority of both debtors and creditors will be 
injured by the passage of this bill. 

I believe the great majority of both debtors and 
creditors, under the existing laws of the several 
States, are in a much better condition than they 
will be if you pass this bill. The benefits of this 
measure will extend to but few. A few unfortu- 
nate and imprudent merchants, speculators, and 
traders, will derive benefits from this measure, 
especially such as do business on a large scale. 
But, sir, a large majority of the "Sor suffering 
debtors of our land will never think of relief 
from your bankrupt law; and if they do, it will 
only aggravate their suffering, for they will ne- 
ver derive any benefit from its provisions. Sir, 
I consider this a measure better calculated to be- 
nefit lawyers, than either debtors or creditors. Yes, 
sir, this bill will push many a rich fee into the 
pockets of legal gentlemen. Sir,there is scarcely 
any one out of the seventeen sections of the bill, 
that will not require a lawyer to explain its pro- 
visions. Indeed, sir, scarcely any two jurists in 
this Senate have been able to agree upon the 
construction of any section of the bill. Phe dis- 
cussion here has awakened me tothe endless liti- 
gation this measure will create. The estate of 
every rich bankrupt throughout the Jand will af- 
ford a feast of fat things to the lawyers. To that 
class of the community this measure holds out the 
prospect of a rich harvest. 

Mr. President, the system and subject of credit 
has of late become an enteresting theme with 
liticians. I have often, sir, heard the present Ad- 
ministration of the Federal Government denounced 
for destroying the credit system. To me, sir, 
this is all idle, perfectly fallacious. My views of 
a sound and salutary credit lead me to fear no- 
thing, ask for nothing, from the Government, in 
the way of credit. What has this Government to 
do with the credit of individuals?) The ouly true 
basis of credit is industry, economy, punctuality, and 
honesty, 























The man who earns and receives more than he || 
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spends—who contracts nv unreasonable debts—who 
manages all his affairs with discretion and pru- 
dence—is but rarely the subject of Providential suf- 
fering and distress —and when such cases do occur, 
the moral sense of the community will protect such 
aone from the avaricious oppression of an unfeel- 
ing creditor. Sir, I have always had more credit 
than money. I have never had one moment’s dis- 
tress for fear my credit would fail. The credit of 
individuals and Governments can only be sustained 
by the true dignity of living within the means at 
command. It is not inthe power of individuals, or 
Government, tosustain credit by la@ws of bankrapt- 
cy, or by substituting any kind of fiction for reality. 

onesty, sir, is not only the best policy, but it isa 
moral duty. We should advise the people to work 
more and spend less; to pay their old debts, and 
be cautious how they contract new ones. The 
course suggested will banish distress, and bring 
prosperity to our beloved country, without the aid 
of bankrupt laws. 

Mr. ANDERSON addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. President: The bill upon your table is now 
on its final passage; and I rise, sir, with very great 
reluctance, to ask the indulgent attention of the Se- 
nate, while I state, in the briefest possible manner, 
the reasons which will induce me to record my vote 
against it. There are occasions, sir, when a man 
may not be excused for his silence; and so I think 
my duty, under the present circumstances, to the 
State which I have the honor in part to represent, 
demands of me that I should bear, thus rarer my 
testimony against this dangerous anc 
measure. 

My distinguished colleague, before the recom- 
mitment of the former bill, took the occasion, then, 
to express his entire disapprobation of the adoption 
of any general bankrupt law at this time, whatever 
might fe its provisions, and adverted to the fact 
that he had no reason to suppose that Tennessee 
wished a system of this kind. I concurred most 
fully in the views which he entertained, and have 
now to state, that I have not myself, up to 
this time, received any evidence that the 
opinions of the ey nle of ‘Tennessee are in favor 
of the passage of a bankrupt law. It may well be 
supposed, therefore, that atthe moment when such 
a mighty power is about to be brought into ex- 
istence, in a crisis of such peculiar character as that 
which now pervades this country, I should feel the 
deepest anxiety for the result, which may, perhaps, 
fall most unwelcomely, and unexpectedly, upon my 
constituents. 

This bill provides that all persons may become 
bankrupts at their election, upon petition, verified by 
oath, and stating their inability to pay their debts; 
and that a certain other class, including the mer- 
chants, shall be liable to be made bankrupts, under 
particular and specified circumstances. It has been 
partially modified with a view to proiect the interests 
of the creditor, by amendments offered by my dis- 
tinguished friend [Mr. Wricur] from New York. 
Several propositions which he made, intended to ef- 
fect this object toa greater extent, I regret to say, 
it was the pleasure of the Senate, by very small ma- 
jorities, toreject. I voted for most of them, in or- 
der to make this bill less exceptionable than I be- 
lieved it to be, as originally reported by the select 
committee. Still,sir, I look upon itas a measure 
teeming with mischiefs of no ordinary character, to 
the highest welfare of the Republic. 

I shall not now advert to the constitutional ques- 
tions which this bill involves. They have eeeecy 
been fully and ably discussed by others, andI shall, 
therefore, call the attention of the Senate tothe expe- 
diency and probable results of thismeasure. Icon- 
fess, sir, I cannot contemplate its passage, without 
the deepest solicitude for the interests and character 
of our common country. Without, as it seems to 
me, sufficient evidence of public opinion, we are 
pushing it forward with an ardor, and a haste, for 
which we can offer no adequate justification. e 
have before usthe progress of more than fifty years 
of fruitful experience, and it is now nearly forty 
since we dismissed from our statute book, with dis- 
gustand indignation, the trial of this system, which 
was made in eighteen hundred. We had then a 
population of not much more than four millions of 
people, andthe difference between that number and 
sixteen millions—between thirteen independent so- 
vereignties and twenty-six of greater magnitude— 
with our agriculture, commerce, and manufactures 
multipliedin afar higher proportion—with the pur- 

suits of men not only augmented, butinthe general 
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ee of every thing immensely diversified 
yeyoud any former example, has added much to the 
increased importance of the question under consi- 
deration, and, as Ithink,tothe doubtful character of 
its policy. Sir, in such circumstances, what are 
weabout to do? We seemuponthe very verge of 
exercising a power which is destined to search this 
vast and extended population—to try its most vital 
interests—to take absolute and summary possession 
of the great relations of creditor and debtor— 
to supersede, at a single step, long  establish- 
ed opinions—to overlay the varied customs 
and Sepistation of twenty-six States, differing 
widely in theirinterests. All this is to be done by 
one great, paramount, inflexible, and uniform law— 
a law which tramples beneath its foot the private 
rights of individuals, and the judicial power of the 
States, which interposes for relief, or remedy, be- 
tween the creditor and the debtor—a law which 
carries with it into twenty-six distinct and inde- 
pendent jurisdictions more than the power of the 
writ of summons, and more than the power of 
the writof possession. Release is founded upon the 
oath, and fraud legally presumed at the will of the 
applicant. The house and the lands of the citizen 
are to be taken without notice or preparation. The 
whole system of things is to be changed by the 
single move of the creditor or debtor. In a con- 
tradictory se of concession, you give to the 
most wicked of either class the right to destroy 
others, and compel, by your policy, the more virtuous 
to enter into the competition. Accidents and 
oaths, under this law, may accomplish either end, 
and it offers the singular spectacle of granting the 
immunities of voluntary bankruptcy to all, upon 
the condition that the creditors may make a par- 
ticular class of debtors liable to their compulsory 
process. Thus the catastrophe of bankruptcy is to 
be completed, where undisturbed industry, prudence, 
integrity, and talent, might relieve the incumbent, 
without the odium of the injury forever clinging 
tohis name, and rankling in Lin heont ; 
If the proposition were now made for the first 
time, to grant this power, I have no doubt it would 
be refused by a large majority of the American 
people. It has an extent,as it stands in the Con- 
stitution, far beyond what could originally have 
been designed, and whch partly arises from the 
more fully developed, and better understood nature 
and construction of our peculiar Government. 
Hitherto the danger has been that of obtaining 
power by construction, but this is so broad and so 
comprehensive, in its literal sense, that we find 
ourselves resorting to the expedient of reducing it b 
appealing to the standard of English authority. And, 
sir, there is nocountry in the world where its prac- 
tical influence would be so peculiarly felt as in 
ours, both by the people and the Government. It 
would turn the fears and the hopes of the one to an 
entire concentration upon the other, and bring that 
other into the possession of astrength which would 
give it a consolidated mastery, ultimately, over all 
things, over men, and over States. In this may 
be found, in part, connected with other intrinsic ob- 
jections, the explanation why the exercise of the 
power was so long postponed, though pressed from 
seventeen hundred and ninety, annually, until 
eighteen hundred; and why it was afterwards so 
early discontinued, and has been since so steadily 
resisted, until atlength, yielding under asuccession 
of panics and disasters, the natural product of the 
vast bank power of the land, we seem aboutto re- 
enact this great statute sponge, to be applied, retro- 
actively, upon all the pecuniary responsibilities in 
the country. Sir, this long postponement, the early 
repeal of the law, the resistance against its intro- 
duction since, present to us, the instructive 
portion of the history of this subject, and we ought 
to regard it, until we shall be otherwise informed, 
as expressive of the deep sense of the American 
people in favor of the policy of leaving the power 
entirely dormant in the General Government, and 
to be supplied by the legislation of the States. 
The first blow which will be struck, I fear, wil 
fall heavily upon the moral feeling of society. It 
will superinduce on the one side temptations to seek 
immediate relief by a single act of surrender, where 
perseverance and skill would, in the course of afew 
rears, recover the unfortunate debtor from his em- 
rrassments. It is certainly true, that the very of- 
fer of legal relief, in the first moment of a public 
panic, is an invitation to cease to make efforts, and 
will practically be an extinguishment of all debts, 
without a struggle to pay. On the other hand, it 
bestows a power upon the creditor which it is illu- 
sory to suppose will not be often abused, and as often 
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productive of the most mischievous results. Th») 
whole basis of the measure invites fraud on the one 
side, and suspicion on the other. You bring into 
active application two utterly antagonistical princi- | 
ples—the newly awakened hope of the debtor to es- | 
cape from responsibility, and the vigilance of the 
creditor to overtake the debtor for a delinquency, 
which he may not disregard, for fear of leaving to | 
him the ultimate advantage of the law upon his own 
terms. ‘The main pillar of credit, that confidence | 
which is mutually inspired by integrity and by jus- 
tice, will be struck down ata single blow. You de- | 
stroy, at once, all mutuality of feeling, of torbear- 
ance, and of interest. No compositions will ever 
be proposed, and which might be effected at less ex- | 
pense and less risk between the parties. It will be a | 
race of escape and pursuit, and in the present condi- 
tion of the country, we will confound the honest 
and persevering debtor, who would finally pay, 
with the man of desperate fortunes. We will 
make an indiscriminate sweep of the unfortunate 
who yet bear themselves against the tide, with the 
bold and reckless speculators, who are already 
ruined; and with this solitary ast we will render 
memorable, in all time to come, the present epoch 
of our calamity, by a great legal catastrophe, | 
fashioned with singular zeal, anxiety, and labor, 
from our own bene. If it were possible to limit 
the effect of the bill before us, I am not prepared 
to say that it would be without a usef\l and happy 
influence upon the condition of society. But, sir, 
one of the very features which recommend it most 
strongly to the support of its warmest advocates, 
is, that it goes to the extent of every interest, and 
every class in the community, not by merely dis- 
charging the contracts of those who are hopeless 
and remediless, but that the offer of emancipation 
from debt is universal. The practical effect of 
this, we know, will spread itself through all the 
relations of life, but the final end no man can 
tell. When you shall have broken up the moral 
bond of union which strengthens and protects the 
transactions of men, as much as law itself legalizes 
them, it is impossible to estimate the consequences 
I speak not of solitary exceptions—the plundered, 
willing or unwilling, must struggle with the plun- 
derers—the virtuous with the vicious—and the blow 
which fells to the earth your next neighbor, will 
carry with it another, and another, without being 
able to say who shall escape, and who shall be 
counted last. 

This measure, let it be remembered, has been 
urged by an eloquent appeal to our sympathies; that 
he, whose head was bowed down, should be lifted 
up; that the tears of his wife, and his innocent chil- 
dren, would be dried; that the wretched and forlorn 
should again take their place in socieyy. Sir, no 
man, I trust, feels more deeply for his fellow man 
than I do, or would go farther to relieve him under 
the pressure of distress. But, sir, does justice, does 
humanity require that we should save some by de- 
stroying others? That to dry tears, which already 
flow, we should strike new fountains from which 
they would be shed more abundantly! That we 
should multiply the unfortunate in order to relieve 
them? That weshould disregard the claims, the 
interests, and condition of the largest business class 
of men in the nation; and that, of all others, they 
should be made to feel that we legislate not for them, 
but for those who are already desperate? Is this 
fair? Is it just? {Is it wise? Is it humane? Wil) you 
lay your hand most heavily upon the commercial 
community, under a mere suspicion that they may 
deal harshly with others, while your generosity is 
poured redundantly upon the head of the spe- 
culator? ls this, sir, the boasted love of that great 
interest? Is this the tender mercy which the mer- 
cantile class is to receive at the hands of their pe- 
culiar friends? Sir, it is the embrace of death— 
death to credit—death to confidence; that confi- 
dence which procures rank and station tothe trader; 
which sustains him in many a sore and trying 
struggle; that confidence which, when every honest 
effort is expended, would, upon a surrender of his 
effects, ieckaaee him from his liabilities; that con- 
fidence, above al], which reposes upon our justice 
and our wisdom ! 

Mr. President, this measure has, to my mind, 
the most peculiar aspect. It comes before us un- 
der the potent auspices of the most singular com- 
promise ever presented in legislative history. I 
repeat, it is no more or less than that the volun- 
tary bankrupt is to be allowed to escape from hi: 
creditor, upon condition that creditors may be a. 
lowed to ess a particular class of debtors. The 
first would not be permitted, but it is the cond:- 
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tion of power to the latter; and, on the other hand, 
the latter is to be conceded on the condition of 
that special benefit to theformer. It seem; to me, 
sir, that if either would be wrong, and publicly 
mischievous singly, because of the peculiar state 
of the country, that the two united will certainly 
augment the measure of injury. I am unable to 
understand the philosophy of this subject in any 
other way. It has been contended that neither, 
alone, ought to be adopted; if so, a compromise, 
by which both may be efficient, must therefore, | 
think, add a double force tothe objection that lies 
against this great experiment. 

Sir, I would address Senators, in the language 
of Mr. Burke, when he wruvte to his constituents, 
with whom he had differed: “1 would appeal 
from the opinions which you now have, to 
the opinions which you will have five years 
hence.” From the present excitement, to the 
practical results which we are now preparing, 
and when every other influence will have passed 
away, except that experience which will then 
come home to the feeling and observation of all 
men! 

The policy of this measure may be partly esti- 
mated by the amount of debt which exists in the 
country, and upon a large portion of which it will 
be immediately directed. It is probably a fair cal- 
culation, that the mercantile debt owed by that por- 
tion of the country which is now within the range 
of the suspended banks, is equal to one hundred 
millions of dollars. Of this, Lunderstand the com- 
putation for the city of New York alone to be up- 
wards of sixty millions. The remainder may be 
divided between Philadelphia and Baltimore. This 
debt is to be extinguished in two methods; by the 
voluntary act of the bankrupt, and by the compul- 
sory process which you give to the hand of the 
creditor. ‘The contracts were made in a period of 
the highest prices and a swollen currency. That 
currency has been reduced by the curtailment of 
the banks, and with their action has fallen the price 
of wages andof property. They were the primary 
causes of the first, as they have been of the last; and 
although over one-half of the nation they are now 
suspended, and refusing to pay their own notes in 
specie, the utmost extent of their paper currency is 
not more than one hundred millions of dollars—not 
equal to the precious metals which they have 
driven into retreat. It is in this state of things that 
you propose this measure of voluntary and compul- 
sory bankruptcy. And, sir, to whom have you 
given that power of coercion, upon mere petition, 
without being verified upon oath? without even 
the right of traversing the question of fraud by a 
trial by jury, until after the decree is entered up— 
until after the blow is struck? We most graciously 


propose to bestow it upon those very banks, as 
well as upon individuals—the banks, to whom 
we have been told, in this debate, that there 


is a sum of four hundred and 
dollars owed by the citizens of the United States. 
They are tobe brought into the great field of action, 
and to become the potent competitors in the general 
work of ruin and distress. Are we prepared for 
a scene like this? 
which no man can tell the end? One wide, deep, 
and lasting excitement. Sir, the country will 
stand aghast atthe practical march of this measure, 


with its train of clients, cf debts, of agents, of 


assignees, of lawyers, of courts of power, and of 
patronage! And who will reap the harvest? Most 
surely, not the credjtors!| What is the experience 
of those who bore a part in the administration of the 
bankrupt act of eighteen hundred? 1 have before 
me the testimony of one whose talents and character 
entitle his opinions to the highest respect. I am not 
disposed to surrender a question of this magnitude 
tothe mere authority of names; but Mr. Tazewell ot 
Virginia delivered this testimony in the Senate, upon 
the debate on the bankrupt billin eighteen hundred 
and twenty-seven, and spoke of that which he 
personally knew, and which no man will venture 
to controvert, and which I have no doubt, upon ex- 
amination, will be found to be sustained by the facts 
that transpired in almost every State of the Union, 
{ heg leave, sir, to read his statement. He says: 
“When the former bankrupt law was in existence, 
he resided in a seaport town, and was engaged in al- 
most every case of bankruptcy that occurred during 
its operation; and he could assure the Senate that 
he never knew a solilary case, in which the creditor 
obtained one cent. The debtors had often large 
estates—there was a large amount of property some- 
where; but by the time it had been filtered through 
the hands of the assignees, of the cominissioners, 


sixty millions of 


One vast scene of disaster, of 


and their deputies, and agents, and this, and that, 
and the other officer, appointed to act upon it, not a 
fraction was left for the creditor. The whole had 
been absorbed in its progress.” And such, sir, 
1 have no doubt, will be the progress of this measure, 
in the contact and process of agents and of courts. 

There is another consideration connected with 
this subject, which, 1 think, is entitled to some 
weight, and oughttobe felt, at least by those who 
complain of the expenditures of this Government. 
The totalsum which will, in all probability, be ex- 
tinguished, either by payment or discharge, cannot 
fallmuch shortof two hundred millions of dollars. 
The number of bankrupts will be, perhaps, not 
less than two hundred thousand. I have heard it 
estimated tobe much greater. Be thisas itmay, it 
is very certainthat your courts, as at present con- 
stituted, cannot possibly execute the immense mass 
of business—the almost endless suits, in addition 
to the separate cases of bankruptcy, which will be 
castuponthem. Itistrue that this bill provides that 
they shall be considered asalways open to applica- 
tions underthe act, but their number is too few to 
enable them to go through butasmall portion ofthe 
causes. You will be compelled to increase the 
number of your judges, and subdivide your present 
districts, or to create aspecial set of commissioners, 
for the sole purpose of executing this law. Let 
those whoare the special friends of this measure, be 
prepared to take also this responsibility. It will be 
foundto be one of noinconsiderable magnitude. 

The period now fixed, at which it is to take effect, 
is the first of February next. Why not then post- 
pone any legislation until the next session of Con- 
gress, as we shall have, in the interval, the oppor- 
tunity of returning to our constituents, and consult- 
ing them upon a subject scarcely inferior in impor- 
tance to any which may require their consideration? 
Or isit possible that the anxiety to pass this bill 
will not brook delay? Sir, that delay would bring 
back upon us the judgment which may reverse the 
decision which we are probably this day to make. 

Mr. President, I fear it is in vain to hope for 
the defeat of this measure. But, sir, I think it 
would have been prudent, in the midst of the pre- 
sent excitement and pressure, to have trusted a lit- 
tle longer to the forbearance and magnanimily of 
the creditor, tothe honesty, the industry, and the per- 
severance of the debtor. In Tennessee, sir, like 
every other portion of this Union, we are considera- 
bly in debt; and although we cannot pay to-day,or to- 
morrow,or next day, we are essentially a solvent and 
a paying people. We want no sponging-retroac- 
tion—but will, in the end, with few exceptions, pay 
the last cent for which we are liable. But establish 
this law, and though it may cast the sunshine of 
hope upon the path of many a worthy and unfortu- 
nate man, who is bent beneath the burden of his 
disasters, it will just as surely overshadow with 
misfortune others of equal merit, who would, 
if undisturbed, pass triumphantly through the im- 
pending calamities. For every bankrupt it may 
relieve, the very moral, as well as compulsory 
pewer of its provisions will follow, pari passu, to 
add its victim to that object of your mercy. The 
very mercy of this twofold system will stimu- 
late the fears of the creditor, who will 
most naturally avail himself of every advan- 
tage wgainst the debtor, whom the law has 
armed with the choice of his own fortunes, 
and we shall exhibit the great national spectacle 
of fierce passions and private plunder, overruling 
the mastery of every nobler feeling, ander the influ- 
ence of such temptations as few can resist, and 
the impulse of such a revolution as none can stay. 
Instead of being a measure to cure the evils under 
which we are suffering, it will propagate bank- 
rupicies with a prolific hand. Whatever may be 
the theory of gentlemen upor this subject, however 
they may expect to bring peace, hope, and joy to 
the bosom of the ruined, there is another side 
of this picture, upon which the statesman cannot 
look without apprehension and doubt; i is where 
those are to be seen on whom ruin will be brought. 
The law will take its course. The fears and cupi- 
dity of men will sweep over the land in one deep 
and rapid stream! No industry, no integrity, no 
perseverance, no probable prospect of saccess can 
arrest it. I would that we could pause before we 
adopt this terrible and delusive measure. There 
is nothing in the history of the past to assure us of 
the wisdom of the step we are abdut to take, 


If the Constitution contemplates such a measure 
as this for the protection of commerce, our pros- 
perity, for nearly forty years, is proof that it is not 
demanded. It is said tohave this basis for its po- 
licy in Eagland, but with all her advantages, and 
the aid of its protection and encouragement, we 
have advanced many per cent. in the proportion of 
the whole, beyond her commercial and navigating 
interests. Asa permanent measure, it would be 
found, as I think, tohave no such influence. Even 
as atemporary remedy, the power is too dangerous, 
and the consequences are too alarming. 

Let us pause before we pass this bill. It will 
array the North against the South. It will engen- 
der a suspicion, a distrust, a deep rooted prejudice, 
which can scarcely be obliterated during the quar- 
terof acentury. It will be a standard subject of 
reference for the guidance and action of the next 
generation, and instead of promoting the prosperi- 
ty of commerce, I fear it will materially affect its 
best interests, particularly by its premature adop- 
tion. 


Besides all this, the country has not had halftime 
to right itself—to recover from the stupor of its ex- 
travagance—to return to habits of economy—to 
make a steady, united, and persevering effort to 
pay itsdebts. Let us, therefore, look not so much 
to fear as to hope—to despair as to a firm resolve 
\o pay—to the forbearance of creditors—to the jus- 
tice and industry of debtors. Our countrymen are 
full of a noble love, and a noble confidence towards 
each other; and it becomes us, as the grave ad- 
visers and lawgivers of the land, not to weaken, 
discourage, or destroy these sacred relations. We 
may rely upon it, sir, public opinion is not fully 
ripe for this measure. The time may come when 
it may demand some system of this kind, for relief 
and for remedy; but let us not hastily and prema- 
turely, at the first alarm, produce a revolution in 
our Jaws, and the laws of twenty-six States, which, 
when put into motion, cannot be arrested by a hand 
less powerful than ourown. Let us not be borne 
down by the mental pressure of the moment, but 
standing erect, with a wise forecast, ask ourselves 
the question, how this will be, after the experiment 
has been passed, and the experience of years has 
sealed its character? 

Mr. WALL stated that he had, from the com- 
mencement of the debate on this question, had 
the strongest desire that the bill should assume such 
a shape as would enable him to give it his support, 
but in this he had been thwarted; and though no 
one could fee! more the necessity of passing some 
measure for the relief of a large portion of the 
community, he could not vote for the bill in its pre- 
sentshape. Mr. W. then referred to various mis- 
representations which had been made as to his 
course on this bill, and referred particularly to the 
printed speech of Mr. Wessrer, in which his argu- 
ments were misstated and misrepresented. Mr. 
Wesster explained, and disavowed any intention 
to misrepresent the Senator.] 

Mr. W. then proceeded at considerable length 
in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. HENDERSON said this bill was not such, of 
all others, as most challenged his approbation. 
Against its compselsory process he could not too 
earnestly protest. He disapproved of that feature 
in toto, and did not believe it could ever operate 
for good. The power of the Slates, in respect to 
the redress of the creditor against his debtor, was 
already ample, and in his opinion demanded no 
aid from Congress. Bat, in this opinion, he had 
been overruled by a majority of the Senate. He 
submitted to that decision from necessity. But 
this bill contained the essential and salutary power, 
the redeeming power, of breaking the prisoner’s 
chains and setting the captive free—a power which 
no State could assert, and this Government alone 
could exercise. This consideration alone reconciled 
him to the measure: and, in his judgment, over- 
balanced the objectionable principles it adopted 
and furnished a preponderating apolegy for the 
Federal machisery it necessairily put in operation. 
He should, therefore, vote for the biil. 

Mr. YOUNG said he had examined with great 
care the records of the Supreme Court on this sub- 
ject, and he had found that, unless Con should 
interfere, a large portion of debtors would be wholly 




















— wes NS Oa Slaeee 











without remedy. Mr. Y. read some extracts, 
which went to show that, by the exertion of the 
whole power of the States, there could be no dis- 
charge of the bankrupt debtor, except in cases be- 
tween citizens of the-same State. 

The bill was now passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Hen- 
derson, Huntington, Knight, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, White, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen,Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
and Wall—19. 

On motion by Mr. HENDERSON, the Senate 
took up the bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to extend further indulgence to the late 
deposite banks at Natchez. 

Mr. H. moved so to amend the bill as to extend 
the time, without interest, provided there should be 
like abatement of interest in ratable proportion 
among the sufferers by the late tornado, debtors to 
said banks. 

This amendmeut was sustained by Messrs. HEN- 
DERSON and WALKER; but, before any definite 
question was taken, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, June 25, 1840. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland asked the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts to withdraw the motion, to 
enable him to make a motion to take up the bill for 
rechartering the banks in the District of Columbia. 
Their charters expire on the 4th of July, and it was 
important that the bill should be acted on immedi- 
ately. If the House would agree to take up the 
bill, he would be willing that a silent vote should be 
taken on its passage. He would refrain from mak- 
ing a speech himself, and move the previous ques- 
tion on its passage. 

Cries of no! no! I object! 

Mr. JOHNSON moved to suspend the rules, for 
the purpose of considering the bill. 

The SPEAKER said that there was one motion 
to suspend the rules for another purpose pending, 
which must have precedence. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said that when the morning 
hour expired on yesterday, the House was in the 
midst of the reading*of the documents andproceed- 
ings in relation to the trial of Lieutenant Hooe; he 
hoped that the rules would not be suspended till that 
subject was disposed of. 

Mr. BRIGGS said it would take two hours to 
read the proceedings of that court martial through, 
and could not yield his motion. 

Mr. CUSHING demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules, which having 
been ordered, were—yeas 82, nays 50. 

Mr. McKAY hoped the House would by general 
consent agree to suspend the reading of the docu- 
ment containing the proceedings of the court 
martial in the case oi Lieutenant Hooe, and have 
the same printed. 

Mr. CUSHING objected. 

Mr. McKAY gave notice that he intended to 
move a resolution forthe printing ofthat document 
on to-morrow. 


THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Banks in 
the chair, and resumed the consideration of the 
Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. SERGEANT being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remarks from last evening in opposition 
to the bill, and in favor of a National Bank. He 
concluded at half past one, p. m. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Ohio then took the floor, and 
spoke until the recess in favor of the bill, and in an 
able refutation of the arguments which had been 
urged against it. His remarks will appear in full 


hereafter. 
EVENING SESSION. 
After the recess, 
. Mr. HASTINGS of Ohio resumed, and con- 
cluded his remarks in support of the bill. 
Mr. COST JOHNSON then took the floor, and 
spoke until a quarter past eight in opposition to the 
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bill, and in support of a substitute he intended to 
offer. 

Mr. McCARTY followed, but imemediately gave 
way to 

Mr. MONROE, who moved that the committee 
rise. 

On that motion tellers were ordered, and the vote 
was—ayes 39, noes 67; no quorum. 

The committee then rose, and the Cuair reported 
that fact to the House, whereupon, 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved to adjourn, on which 
motion the yeasand nays being ordered, were— 
yeas 41, nays 65. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

After an ineffectual motion for a call of the 
House, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said, as the House refused 
to order the call, he would renew the motion to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 
47, nays 62. 

So the motion was negatived. 

Mr. McCARTY, wishing to defer his remarks 
until morning, having yielded the floor to Mr. An- 
drews, 

Mr. RHETT hoped that, by general consent, the 
House would go again into committee, as he under- 
stood the gentleman from Kentucky was willing to 
go on and conclude his speech that evening. 

Several gentlemen objected to going into commit- 
tee without a quorum. 

After some debate of a conversational charac- 
ter, acall of the House was again demanded and 
ordered. 

Mr. CURTIS moved to adjourn, on which mo- 
tion the yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were—yeas 37, nays 74. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

A call ot the House having been previously or- 
dered, the roll was called, when 111 members an- 
swered to their names. 

The names of the absentees were then called, 
after which 126 members appeared within the bar. 

A quorum now appearing, 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. ANDREWS then took the floor, and pro- 
ceeded to say that he was elected a whole figure 
tariff man, an advocate of a National Bank, and a 
distributor of the surplus revenue arising from the 
sales of the public lands. After telling the commit- 
tee how the old United States Bank was “ mur- 
dered,” he went on to show why he preferred a 
similar institution to the present bill. 

He concluded at a quarter past ten o'clock. 

The committee then rose, and 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Fripay, June 26, 1840. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, enclosing the 
annual statement of the commerce and navigation 
of the United States for the year ending September 
30, 1839; which was laid on the table, and the 
usual number of extra copies ordered to be printed. 

We copy the following abstract of the contents 
of this document, from the letter of the Register to 
the Secretary of the Treasury: 

The imports during the year have amounted to 
$162,092,132, of which there was imported in Ame- 
rican vessels $143,874,252, and in foreign vessels 
$18,217,880. The exports during the year have 
amounted to $121,028,416, of which $103,533,591 
were of domestic, and $17,494,525 of foreign arti- 
cles. Of the domestic articles, $82,127,514 were 
exported in American vessels, and $21,406 377 in 
foreign vessels. Of the foreign articles, $12,660,434 
were exported in American vessels, and $4,834,091 
in foreign vessels. 1,491,279 tons of American 
shipping entered, and 1,477,928 tons cleared from 
the ports of the United States. 624,814 tons of fo- 
reign shipping entered, and 611,839 tons cleared 
during the same period. 

The registered tonnage, as corrected at this office, 





is stated at - - - 834,244 54.95 

The enrolled and licensed tonnage 
Biv - - - 1,153,551 85.95 
And fishing vessels at - - 108,682 34.95 
Tons - 2,096,478 81.95 
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a 
nage, amounting, as before sta- 
ted, to - - - 1,987,796 47.95 
There were employed in the whale 
fishery - - - 131,845 2595 
The total tonnage of shipping built in the United 


States during the year ending the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1839: , " ™ 








Registered - - . 55,065 47.95 
Enrolled - : - 65,922 82.95 
Tons - - 


120,988 34.95 


Mr. BENTON, from th: Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill for the 
relief of J. W. Beeson and others, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. BENTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported back the papers in relation to the claim of 
Wallace and Arthur; and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the claim of J. Mitchell 
and J. P. Fox, reported a bill for their relief; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On mo'ion by Mr. HUBBARD, the same com- 
mittee was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the memorials of the heirs of Eleazer W. 
Ripley, and Mathew J. Ketch. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back the various memorials 
which had been referred to said committee in rela- 
tion to the employment of blood hounds in Florida, 
and moved that said committee be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof; which motion was 
agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the same commit- 
tee was discharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial of the Legislature of Connecticut on 
the subject of a national foundry. 

Mr. ROBINSON, on leave, introduced a bill 
amendatory of the several acts estabiishing and re- 
gulating the Post Office Department; which was 
twice read, and referred. 

The Senate took up, in committee of the whole, 
the unfinished business of yesterday, which was the 
bill for the relief of the administrator of Michael 
Hogan, deceased, and after an animated debate, in 
which it was zealously supported by Mr. 
STRANGE, and as warmly opposed by Mr. 
HUBBBARD, the question on engrossment was 
taken, aud decided in the negative—yeas 4, nays 
28. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that, in the early part of 
the sitting, the Cuair had submitted the annaal re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury on the com- 
merce and navigation of the United States. In the 
absence of the chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce, he had moved that the usual number of ex- 
tra copies should be printed for the use of the Se- 
nate. He had since been informed that the num- 
ber had varied for the Jast three or four years, and 
that five thousand was the number ordered at the 
last session. It would therefore be proper for the 
Senate to express their opinion as to what number 
they would wish te have printed on the present oc- 
casion. 

Mr. KING thonght that three thousand extra 
copies would be sufficient, and, unless the general 
sense of the Senate preferred a Jarger number, be 
would move for the printing of that number. Last 
year, he said, five thousand extra copies of this do- 
cument were printed; the year before, three thou- 
sand; and the two years preceding that, two thou- 


sand. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped the largest number of 
copies, five thousand, would be printed. This was 
one of the most impertant of the documents trans- ° 
mitted to Congress, and he found that it was more 
called for than any other. His supply had not 
been sufficient to meet the demand made on him 
for it. It was important, too, that the country 
should be furnished with the valuable information 
contained in this document at this time; for, next 
year, Congress would be called on te adjust the ta- 
riff, and their constituents should be able to under- 
stand more fally the important questions that would 
come before them, 
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Mr. DAVIS could see no propriety in printing a | 
large number of this document. The extra num- 
ber usually printed had been fifteen hundred. Two 
or three years ago, it had been increased to two 
two thousand; and last year, by some means or 
other, he could not tell how, five thousand had 
been ordered. He thought two thousand copies 
were amply sufficient, and any amount over that 
namber would be superfluous, and of little service 
to any body. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would just observe, that in 
the State of Pennsylvania there were sixty coun- 
ties, and he thought that at least one copy should 
go to each county in all the States. Besides, there 
was not a Jeading merchant in Philadelphia not 
anxious to get a copy, and the same might be said 
in telation to the manufacturers of Pittsburg. He 
was generally averse to printing a large number of 
extra copies of the documents laid before them, but 
this document was an exception. They had here- 
tofore printed extra numbers of documents which 
were comparatively unimportant. ‘This document, 
as he said before, contained more valuable com- 
mercial and manufacturing information than any 
other, and yet they were to be restricted to 2,000 
copies. 

Mr. WALKER expressed the hope that 5,000 
copies would be printed. It was an exceedingly 
important document, and ought to be dissemi- 
nated. He wished to send one copy to each editor 
in his State. 

The question was then taken on printing 5,000 
copies, aud decided in the affirmative, without a 
division. 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the joint 1eso- 
lution for the relief of the sufferers by the late 
tornado at Natchez was again taken into conside- 
ration, the question being on the amendment 
offered by Mr. H. to remit the interest on the pub- 
lic money to be entrusted for three years longer 
with the two banks at Natchez. 

After a few remarks by Mr. WILLIAMS, not 
distinctly heard by the Reporter, 

Mr. WRIGHT objected to the amendment, that, 
in carrying it irto effect, the banks might aid some 
of the sufferers, and not others, so as to occasion 
inequality and discontent. He stated that, in the 
case of the New York fire, which was analogous 
to this, the duties were remitted in cases where the 
goods were totally lost. But in cases of a mere 
extension of the time for the payment of duty 
bonds, with a view to relief, be found that six per 
cent. interest was required on the bonds; and he 
argued that to remit the interest in this Natchez 
case would be nothing short of 2 direct donation. 


Mr. HENDERSON replied that the resolution 
itself provided for a pro rata relief to the sufferers. 
Mr. H. also argued that this case ought to be com- 
pared to the former branch of Mr. Wricut’s pa- 
rallel, that is, the remission of duties, rather than 
to the latter branch, that is, the extension of duty 
bonds, to which Mr. Wricut had confined it. And 
if the remission of interest would in this case bea 
donation, the remission of duties in the New York 
case could be no less a donation. 

Afier some remarks by Mr. WALKER, in 
which he adyccated the adoption of the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. CALHOUN concurred entirely in the views 
of the Senator from New York, [Mr. Wricar.] 
The remission of interest would be in fact a gratui- 
ty of the amount through the agency of the banks 
aud not direct from the Government, which would 
be more gracious. . He thought the extension of 
time to the banks was going as far as they had any 
power to go, and he was not willing to go any 
farther. 


Mr. WRIGHT said he did not know on what 
ground Congress had acted in remitting the duties 
to the New York sufferers; but he presumed it to 
be this. It was true that bonds had been given, 
and in formthe money was due to the Treasury. 
But sull, if those goods had been re-exported, as 
they might have been, the drawback upon them 
would have prevented any thing from going into 
the Treasury. And on what ground was the draw- 
back allowed? Jt was, that other goods would 
come in to supply their place, so that nothing 
would be really lost to the Treasury. So, in the 
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case of the loss by fire, it made from for other 
goods to come in, so that the Treasury would be 
made good. 

The amen’ment of Mr. Henperson was loss 
and the resolution, giving an extension of the time 
of payment for three years to the banks, was or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned until! Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, June 26, 1840. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of introducing the following resolution, 
Viz: 

Whereas Senate bill 127, entitled an act to pro- 
vide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public revenue, was taken up 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on the 20th of May last, aud has been under 
discussion to this time; aud whereas the period has 
arrived when ii is proper to close the present ses- 
sion of Congress with as little delay as possible; 
and whereas much of the indispensable public busi- 
ness is yet to be acted on; therefore 

Resolved, That the said committee be discharged 
from the consideration of said bill, from and alter 
Monday next, unless the same shall be reported to 
the House atan earlier day; and that said bill, 
with such amendments, if any, as shall have been 
adopted in said committee, shall be taken up in 
the House on Tuesday next, at 11 o’clock, a. m. 
and be the special order until finally dispesed of, 
reserving to said committee the right, according to 
the rules of the House, to report the same sooner 
if the discussion shall terminate. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved a call of the 
House; which having been ordered, was proceeded 
in till 160 members answered to their names; when, 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
all further proceedings in the call were dispensed 
with. 

The question recurring on the motion to sus- 
pend, 

Mr. BRIGGS said if the gentleman would strike 
out the preamble, he would vote for it. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, at the solicitation, modified 
the resolution so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the rales of the House be so far 
suspended that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union be discharged from the 
consideration of Senate bill No. 127, entitled A bill 
to provide fer the collection, safekeeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public revenue from and 
after Monday next, unless the same shal! be report- 
ed at an earlier day; and that said bill, with such 
amendments, if any, as shall have been adopted, be 
takea up in the House on Tuesday next, at 11 
o’clock a. m., and be the special order until finally 
disposed of, reserving to the said committee the 
right, according to the rules of the H. use, to report 
the same sooner if the discus-ion shall terminate. 

Mr. C. called for the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules; which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 127, nays 53. = 

YEAS—Meesrs. Alford, Judson, Allen, John W. Allen, Hugh 
J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Black, 
Blackweil, Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Wm.O Butler, Calhoun, Carr, Carroil, Casey, Chap- 
man, Chinn, Cliflord, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, 
William R. Couper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John 
Davis, John W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Goggin, Griffin, Hall, Hammond, 
Hand, William 8. Hastings, John Hastings, Hawkins, Henry, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leet, 
Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McCiellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mal. 
lory, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, 8. W. Morris, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Osborne, Parrish, Parris, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Randolph, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 8i- 
monton, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Taylor, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Vruom, David D. 
Wagener, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, and Worthington—127. n 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Baker, Bell, Bond, Wil- 
liam B, Campbell, Carter, Crabb, Cranston, Cushing, Davies, 
Garret Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, 
Everett, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goode, Habersham, 
Hawes, Hunt, James, Kempshall, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Paleu, Proffit, Randall, 
Rayner, Reed, Russell, Salto: stall, Sergeant, —s Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Warren, dward D. 


White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and Christo- 
pher H, Williams—83, 






ae a 
So the rules having been suspended, 

Mr. C. moved the previous question; which re. 
ceived a second; and the main question having been 
ordered, and the question now being, ‘Shall the re. 
solution pass?” 4 

Mr. PROFFITT demanded the yeas and Nays; 
which having been ordered, were—veas 123, nays 
58. 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, Hugh 
J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Black 
Blackwell, Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Sumpson H. Butler, William O. Butler, Calhoun, Carr’ 
Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Cross, 
Dana, Davee, J. Davis, J. W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Earl, Eastman 
Connor, Mark A Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, 
Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Griffig 
Hall, Hammond, Hand, Jno. Hastings. Hawkins, Henry, }jjjj 
of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hubbard, Jack. 
son, Jameson, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, William 
Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kille, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Mc. 
Culloch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Moor. 
gomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Parris, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Randolph, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkwea her, 
Steenrod, Strong, Sumpter, Swearingen, Seana, Taylor, Jaco 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vauderpoel, Vroom, David D. 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Worthington—123. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Baker, Bell, Bond, Brock. 
way, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chittenden, Crabb, Cranston, 
Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies,Garret Davis, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dellet, Dromgoole, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Rice Garland, 
Gates, Gentry, Goode, Habersham, W.S. Hastings, Hawea, 
Hillof Virginia, Hunt, James, Kempshall, Lincoln, Marvin, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Palen, Proffit, Rariden, 
Rayner, Russe}l, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Stanly, Stuart, Talia. 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Warren, E. 
W. White, Thos. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and Chris. 
topher H. Williams—58. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. LEET of Pennsylvania, by general con- 
sent, moved the following resolution, which was 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the claim of John McFarlane of 
Pennsylvania, against the Winnebago tribe of In- 
dians, for depredations committed upon his pro- 
perty in the year 1812, be referred with the ac- 
companying documents and proofs to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, with instructions to said 
committee, if upon examination they should find 
said claim to be equitable and just, to report by 
bill or otherwise, directing its immediate payment. 

BANKRUPT BILL. 

Mr. SERGEANT asked the general consent of 
the House to take up the bill called the Bankrupt 
bill, for the purpose of having it referred and 
priated. 

Cries of no! no! from all parts of the hall. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired of the Cnair, 
whether the bill was on the Sazaker’s table. 

The CHAIR replied that it was. 

Mr. DROMGOLE said he was willing that the 
business on the Spraker’s table should be taken 
up and disposed of, and after the bill was reached 
in its regular order, he would be willing to have it 
referred; until then he objected. 

Mr. SARGEANT moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. DROOMGOOLE called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. D. called for a division of the question, so 


as to take the vote simply on the motion to suspend 
the rules. 


The question was taken, and resulted—yeas 88, 
nays 88. 
¢. YEAS—Messts. Adams, J. W. Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Andrews, Baker, Bell, Biddle. Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Albert 
G. Brown, William O. Butler, Calhoun, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Clifford, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Curtis, Cushing, 
Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fletcher, 
Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goode, Graves, Hal], William 8. 
Hastings, Henry, jHoffman, Hunt, Jackson, James, Charles 
Johnston, Williain Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Leet, Leonard, 
Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Mor- 
gaa, Naylor, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Randolph, Rariden, Ridg- 
way, Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Albert Smith, Truman Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Stuart, 
Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Vander- 
el, David D. Wagener, Warren, Edward D. White, Wick, 
homas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher 
H. Williams—8s- 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, 
W. B. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Craig, Cross, John Davis, Doan, 
Doiz, Dromgoole, Duncan, Eastman, Ely, Fisher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Galbraith, Goggin, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hast- 
ings, Hawes, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kitle, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McCiel 
Jan, McCuiloch, McKay, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Samuel 
W. Morris, Newhard, Parri-h, Parris, Petiikin, Pick Pre: - 
t'ss, Ramsey, Reynolcs, Rhett, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Sheparv, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Bw @ar- 
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, Taliaferro, Taylor, Triplett, Turney, Vroom, 
WwW 0 en Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
i ale Williams, and Worthington—88. 


There not being two-thirds, the rules were not 
ended. 

ea NOWN ING gave notice that he would ou 

to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill more ef- 

jectually to protect the people of Florida in their 

jives and property, and to bring the Seminole war 
lose. 

a ONDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. VANDERPOEL, the rules 
were suspended, and the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Bawxs in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. McCARTY spoke one hour in opposition to 
the bill, and in an examination of the policy of the 
prst and present Administrations with the cur- 
ency- 

; Me BIDDLE followed, and entered into an ela- 
porate defence of the banking system, which, he 
contended, was infinitely superior to the system con- 
templated by the present bill. In the course of his 
remarks, he endeavored to show that the suspension 
of the old United States Bank arose solely from its 
zeal in placing its resources at the disposal of Go- 
- vernment, by taking up its loans, ete. He had not 

concluded at half-past 2 o’clock, the hour of re- 


cess. 
EVENING SESSION. 
After the recess, 
Mr. BIDDLE resumed and concluded his re- 
_marks in opposition to the Independent Treasury 
bill. 
Mr. COOPER of Georgia then obtained the floor. 
_ After adverting to the manner in which the last 
-gentleman who addressed the committee had given 
his “ parting blessing,” Mr.C. then proceeded to 
explain that he would have taken an earlier oppor- 
tunity of giving his views in favor of the bill, had 
itnot been for peculiar circumstances in relation to 
his connection with certain gentlemen of the com- 
mittee. Mr. C. then alluded to the position in 
which he and his colleagues from Georgia stood in 
relation to this question, and intimated that he had 
| postponed his remarks, for the purpose of hearing 
_the speeches of his colleagues, in order that he 
might have the benefit of their suggestions, on 
_ which he could reflect before he came to act on the 
subject. He did this, because he held himself 
» bound by nothing but the honest convictions of his 
own mind; and in the vote he should give, he 
' would be guided by that conviction alone. 
_ The end he proposed to carry out was, first, to 
_ confine the action of Government to its proper 
_ limits; and second, to limit the revenue to the wants 
ofthe Government. That was the sum and sub- 
. stance of his political faith; and if he could show 
| that this bill was calculated to produce that effect, 
- he would be justified in his own mind in supporting 
i. Mr. C. here yielded the floor to 
' Mr. ALFORD of Georgia, who, as his colleague 
_ had expressed a wirh first to hear the views of other 
} members from that State, requested the floor on 
, ‘hat ground. Mr. A. then proceeded to recapitu- 
y late the circumstances a'tending the election oi the 
| delegation from Georgia, and expressed his sorrow 
. that any of his col’eagues should think it their duty 
to support this bill. Mr. A, then gave his reasons 
why be cou'd not vote for it, and in a very amusing 
_ manner told the committee how the late President 
Jackson had “whipped” the United States Bank. 
He said he had no fault to find with the old Gene- 
rat for killing the Bank; but he did blame him for 
re ens in not leaving it alone after it was 
ead. 
Mr. COOPER then resumed his remarks in favor 
ofthe bill, and in reply to the arguments urged 
against il; but more particularly to those of Mesrrs. 
Serceant and Bippie. He read a number of au- 
theutic documents to show that the deposites had 
formed the basis of the circulation of the banks in- 
stead of their own cap.tal; and that as the shadow 
moved on the dal plate, sothe amount of deposites 
invariably indicated the amount of circulation. He 
then showed that the great evils which must result 
from placing the revenue of the country ia the pow- 
er of banking corporations to serve as a basis of 
their circulation; also the inevitable ruin which 
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must ensue, when that basis.should be withdrawn, 
leaving the paper in circulation without any power 
on the part of such banks to redeem it. In reply 
to the assertion that the deposites were of no use to 
the old United States Bank, Mr C. asked how it 
was that the Bank broke when the deposites were 
withdrawn. 

In the recent speech of Mr. Serceanrt, that gen- 
tleman had made an elaborate calculation, showing 
the expense of the Independent Treasury system. 
He had also spoken with earnestness on the loss 
that would accrue by keeping five millions of spe- 
cie constantly in the hands of the receivers general, 
showing how much pork, and how many barre!s of 
flour might be bought with the interest on that sum. 
As a set-off to this, Mr. C. introduced a table show- 
ing the great amount which might have been rea- 
lized by Government on the millions deposited with 
the United States Bank, estimating the interest at 
6 percent only. He then showed that the Bank 
used this money, as its circulation was always 
guided by the amount of deposites. And in addi- 
tion to the profit on its bills, the Bank realized an 
immerse sum by exchanges, ete. Mr. C. then 
contended that the cost of the Independent Treasu- 
ry system was nothing in comparison fo the former 
system, and that the gentleman from Pennsylania 
had been peculiarly unfortunate in raising such an 
objection. After adverting to many other objec- 
tions to the bill, which he confuted by authentic do- 
cuments, Mr, C. concluded at a quarter past ten. 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL of Tennessee then took 
the floor, but gave way to a motion that the com- 
mittee rise. This motion prevailing, the commit- 
rose, and 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SarurpDay, June 27, 1840. 

The SPEAKER presented to the House a com- 
munication from the Hon. William L. Storrs, re- 
signing his seat as Representative from the State of 
Connecticut. 

CASE OF LIEUT. HOOE. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama moved to take up 
the communication from the Navy Department, 
containing the proceedings of a court martial at 
Pensacola, summoned for the trial of Lieut. Hooe, 
together with the approval thereof by the Secretary 
of the Navy, Lieut. Hooe’s protest and memorial 
to the President, and certain remarks of the Secre- 
tary in defence of his course in approving the sen- 
tence, together with a legal opinion of the United 
States District Attorney, Francis 8. Key. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama moved to sus- 
pend the rules for the purpose of taking the subject 
up. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved a call of the 
House; which having been ordered, was proceeded 
in till 156 members answered to their names; when 

On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, all further pro- 
ceedings in the call were dispensed with. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO said that the gentleman 
who had instigated the call of these documents [Mr. 
Borts] was necessarily absent with his family, and 
whose wish it was that the question should not be 
taken on the reference and printing, unless he was 
present. 

Mr. CRAIG replied, that when the gentleman 
from Virginia[Mr. Borrs] moved to suspend the 
rules for the introduction of the preamble and reso- 
lutions, making the call on the Department for 
these documents, he with much emphasis said “the 
would bring these Democrats up tothe bullring,”’and 
it would not do to back out from the question. The 
decuments are here, and should go ferth to the 
people to enable them to have the whole truth. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi stated that the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Borrs] knew, befere 
he leit,that the previous question was moved on the 
motion to refer the documents to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and to have them printed. He had 
no idea that the question should be delayed because 
a gentleman thought proper to absent himself. He 
had been told that the motion for the previous ques- 
tion would not be withdrawn. 


Mr. MONROE moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table, 
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The CHAIR suggested that it wou'd take no 
more time time to dispose of the question to supend 
the rules, than it would the motion to lay on the 
table. 

Mr. M. then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. ANDREWS inquired of the Cuair whether 
the molivn was to suspend the rules for the morn- 
ing hour, or without limitation? 

The CHAIR replied that the motion was a gene- 
ral motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Then, if it is to suspend the 
rules generally, I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi said that the 
previous question had been moved on the proposi- 
tion for reference; and if the rules were suspended, 
the subject could be disposed of betore the expira- 
tion of the morning hour, as there could be no de- 
bate. The gentleman need not entertain any fears 
that it will extend beyond the horning hour, if his 
friends will meet the question at once. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
to suspend the rules, taken, and were—yeas 105, 
nays 58. 

YEAS— Messsrs. Adams, Alford, J. Allen, Hugh J. Ander- 
son, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Black, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. 
Butler, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Cliflord, Coles, 
Colquitt, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cross, 
Dana, John Davis, J. W. Davis, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Drom 
goole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, For 
nance, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Griffin, Habersham, Ham. 
mond, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, Holleman, Houk, Hub- 
bard, Jackson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leet, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, 
Nisbet. Petrikin, Prentisa, Ramsey, Rayner, Reynolds, Rives, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, She- 
pard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Sanly, Stark 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Vanderpoel, Watterson, 
Weller, Jared W. Willams, Henry Wuliams, Lewis Wil 
liams, and Joseph L. Williatmis—105, 

NAYS—Messrs. Jolin W. Allen, Andrewa, Briggs, Calhoun, 
William B Campbell, Chittenden, Clark, Cranston, Crockett, 
Cushing, Davee, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dennis, Edwarde, 
Evans, Everett, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gentry, Gerry, 
Goode, Green, Hall, William 8. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hili 
of Virginia, Hoffinan, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, Kemp- 
shall, Lincoln, Lowell, Marvin, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, 
Naylor, Newhard, Osborne, Parrish, Randolph, Ridgway, Rue- 
seli, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Swart, Talia. 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, 
Thomas W. Williams, and Chrietopher H. Williams— 58. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Banks in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the Independent Trea- 
sury bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee, who was en- 
titled to the floor, spoke in opposition to the bi!!, 
and in favor of a Bank of the United States, as its 
antagonist measure. He then made some remarks 
in relation te the taunts which bad been thrown out 
by the friends of the Administration, that the Op- 
position had no measure of relief antagonistical to 
the Independent Treasury bill. The Opposition 
have always had a measure of relief. They are in 
favor of recurring to the olden times, that gave a 
currency of more uniform value than specie—the 
limes when the people asked no changes in the man- 
ner of collecting, keeping safe, and disbursing the 
public revenues. Those are the times, he dare 
say, the Opposition would like to see adopted. 
He argued in favor of a Bank of the United States 
as the only proper and the constitutional and expe- 
dient measure for the cure of the evils of the times, 
and in the course of which argument he denounced 
those who oppored a National Bank as the Lcco 
Foco agrarian party. He also adverted to the ex- 
penses of the Adminis'ration, and censured the vote 
which increased the standing army in 1838 to fight 
and suppress the Indians, as one of the causes of the 
increase in the expenditures. It was done, he said, 
to increase the power and patronage of the Govern- 
ment. He also adverted to the late plan of the Se- 
creiary of War for the reorganization, under the 
authority of the State Governments, of the militia, 
and denounced it as more odious than the alien and 
sedition law of the elder Adams, 

Mr. HAND, of New York, then took the floor 
in support of the bill. Afwer adverting to the in- 
structions of the Legislature of his State, which he 
denounced asa piece of arrogance, he proceeded to 
meet the numerous objections urged against the 
bill. 
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In the course of his remarks he exposed the fal- 
lacy of referring to England as an argument in fa- 
vor of a paper system. He showed that it was not 
the amount of bank paper that constituted the 
wealth of a nation, but its productive industry. 














‘Gentlemen might ergue as they pleased, but they 


could not disprove the fact, that labor alone created 
wealth. 

Referring to the condition of the laboring classes 
in England under the operation of the boasted pa- 
per system, Mr. H. mentioned an instance when a 
witness, appearing before a committee of the House 
of Commons, was so weak from hi: water gruel 
diet, that he was obliged to sit while his evidence 
was taken, not having strength to stand. 

The hour of 24 o'clock having arrived, the 
House took its usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

Mr, HAND resumed his remarks in support 
of the Independent Treasury bill. In the course 
of ‘his speech, he repelled, with much warmth, 
the attack made by Mr. Biddle upon the Presi- 
dent of the United States. He was surprised that 
agentleman of so much talent, should, in his va- 
ledictory, have seen fit to aim a parting arrow at 
the person of the Chief Magistrate—an arrow 
pointed with malice; impotent, however, as all such 
attacks would be. Mr. H. after an able vindica- 
tion of the present bill, expressed himself as be- 
ing no enemy to the banks, provided they kept 
within their own proper sphere. He contended 
that the Government ought to have no connection 
with such institutions, or it had no right to interfere 
with the currency. All that the friends of the Go- 
vernment wanted, was, that it should take care of 
itsown money without intermeddling with the insti- 
tutions of the States. 

Mr. REED next obtained the floor,and spoke at 
some length in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. JOHN DA Visof Pa. followed in support of 
the bill. He prefacedhis remarks by stating that 
he was a plain farmer, born to-no other inheri- 
tance than the plough. Some were of opinion 
that a blacksmith might, with as much propriety, 
attempt to mend a watch, asa farmer to legislate. Be 
thatasit might, he thought he understood the matter 
then under consideration sufficiently well to show 
and prove from facts, that an Independent Trea- 
sury system would be infinitely preferable to the 
ruinous banking system which had hitherto op- 
pressed the country. Mr. D. was surprised at the 
complaint made by his colleague [Mr. SerGeant] 
afew days ago, of the interest that would be lost 
on the five millions of specie, which, under this 
bill, would be in the hands of the receivers. In 
reply to that objection, Mr. D. exhibited a calcu- 
lation showing the immense sums which would 
have accrued to Government, in the shape of in- 
terest, on the millions deposited for so many years 
with the United States Bank. The loss under 
the present measure on that head, would be com- 
paratively nothing compared with the deposite sys- 
tem. 

Mr. D. then referred to a table he had compiled 
from authentic sources, showing that the 7 
pendent Treasury system would not withdraw 
from circulation any more specie than was con- 
stantly, for so many years, in possession of the 
United States Bank. He then proceeded to show 
that it was the loss of those deposites that created 
the strong opposition to the present measure. The 
Bank did not like to give up the money after en- 
joying its use for so many years. 

The gentleman had also said that the worst times 
the country had ever seen were under this Sub- 
Treasury system. Mr. D. would remind him of 
the great distress that prevailed at various periods 
during the existence of the United States Bank, 
and ask him whether the sudden and ruinous re- 
vulsions under that institution, were at all to be 
compared with any distress of late years. The 
people of Pennsylvania understood these “panic 
speeches” too well to pay any attention to them. 

he alarm had been raised too often to produce any 
effect now. 

Mr. D. was surprised to hear the friends of 
the banks admit that those institutions could not 
stand without being propped up by the Govern- 
ment. He was much disappointed in hearing 
gentlemen make out so bad a case; as the fact 
that the banks could not stand without the aid of 
Government, was of itself a sufficient argument 
why the public money should not be entrusied to 
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them. He was no enemy to the banks. He 
wished to make no war upon them. All he de- 
sired was a peaceable dissolution of the unprofita- 
ble partnership. 

Mr. D. then exhibited a table, showing that the 
imports, the prices of produce, of property, etc. 
were all governed by the amount of circulating 
medium in the country. Also, that so long as any 
bank had the control of that circulation, by using 
the public revenue, the most disastrous results 
ae inevitably ensue. What had been, would 
be again, if the public money should be placed 
in the hands of a great moneyed institution, using 
it for its own private advantage. 

He then alluded to the ingratitude of the Oppo- 
sition in assailing the President on the subject of | 
Treasury notes. He referred to the time when 
assistance was generously extended to the Whig 
merchants of New York, by extending the time 
for the payment of duty bonds. That measure 
necessarily cut off from the Treasury a great 
source of revenue, and in order to supply the 
deficiency created by this indulgence, it was 
found necessary to ask for Treasury notes. Yet 
although these notes were required solely on ae- 
count of the extension of the time for the pay- 
ment of bonds, the merchants, for whose express 
benefit it was designed, turned round and raised 
the ery of “Treasury shinplasters.”. Mr. D. said | 
he would disown a class of farmers in Pennsyl- | 
vania, who would act so ungratefully. 

As one strong reason why the bill should pass 
now, Mr. D. alluded to the probability that at the 
next session there would be a revision of the ta- 
riff system, when if the banks were not separated, 
they would bring their great influence to bear upon 
the House, in favor of a high tariff, so as to cre- 
ate a surplus revenue. It was important then to 
pass the bill now, and thus give the banks no chance 
of being interested in the question of the tariff at 
the next session. 

Mr. D. adverted to a variety of other reasons 
to show why the bill ought to }pass without delay. 
His remarks will appear in full hereafter. 

Mr. HUBBARD then took the floor in support 
of the bill, and in a very striking manner illustra- 
ted its advantages over the banking system. The 
world had been governed by priestcraft, and then 
by kingeraft, but this was the age of bankcraft, 
the age of corrupt men, who make money withoat 
capital, etc. Mr. H. then gave a vivid picture of 
the system of modern banking, and its ruinous ef- 
fects upon the country. He afterwards showed the 
great superiority of the present measure, which 
would operate as a check upon excessive imports, 
and prevent a recurrence of the disastrous scenes 
of former years. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
MORGAN, HILL of Virginia, CRABB, and 
CHITTENDEN, in opposition to the bill, until past 
12 o'clock. 

Mr. DUNCAN then obtained the floor,and moved 
that the committee rise; which motion prevailing, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 


Monpay, June 29, 1840. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of anum- 
ber of citizens of Pittsburg, boat owners, boat build- 
ers, abd masters of boats navigating the Ohio river, 
remonstrating against the passage of any law requir- 
ing them to use exclusively any description of ~ 
steam machinery: ordered to be printed, and laid on 
the table. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of a number 
of masters of vessels engaged in tbe commeice of 
the city of New York, remonstrating againsi the 
repeal of the pilot law: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ANDERSON presented the petition ef 
George Turnley, praying for a pension in considera- 
tion of Revolutionary services; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which the same had been referred, reported the 
bills for the relief of Robert Whittle; for the relief 
of Lyman N, Cook, and for the relief of Benjamin 
McCullough, severally without amendment. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 
ferred the several acts amendatory of the act esta- 
blishing and regulating the Post Office Department, 
reportep the same with amendment. 


| per, and John Lybrouk, recommended their jpj 
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_ mended the indefinite pestponement of the pj) ; 
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lief ot Andrew Low, senior partner and ass} 

























































































Mr. TAPPAN, from the Joint Committee , 
Library, to which had been referred the reso, 
on the subject of the minerals and Seological a rion of 
mens preserved in the War and Navy D,,fm=® | 
ments, made a report thereoo; which was , , BU 
and ordered to be printed. “Se, New 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on gammptes?"|; 
nance, reported unfavorably on the bill for the _ | 
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Low, Taylor, and Company, of Savannah, Ga 
Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pep<, 
to which was referred the memorial of John y 
Clanaban, reported a bill for his relief; which 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. P. also from the same committee, reg, 


the relief of James Cummings. 

Mr. P. from the same committee, to which 
referred the bills from the House for the relies 
Daniel W. Going, William Bowman, Icha) 
Beardsley, and Peter A. Myers, reported the s 
without amendment. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, to wh; 
was referred the bills from the House for the 1») 
of James Cummings, Christian Brougher, Joba i 


finite postponement. 

Mr. Be NTON, from the same committee, 
which had been referred the bills to provide for 
lisfying outstanding claims to bounty lands for 
litary services in the late war with Great By 
reported the same without amendment, and rey 
mended that further action thereon be postpm 
until the next session of Congress; and the re 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. submitted the following resolution, wh 
lies one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United § 
be requested to cause to be communicated to 
Senate, at the commencement of the next si 
session of Congress, a report showing the now 
of soldiers enlisted into the army of the Uni 
States, and entitled to bounty land, during the | 
war with Great Britain, designating those 5 
were entitled to 320 acres from those who were4 
titled to 160 acres; also, the number of wa 
which have been drawn and satsfied for each 
said quantities; also, the number of warrants 
drawn or unsatisfied at this time, with the name 
the soldiers entitled to reccive the same, and 
far it may appear from the rolls of the army th 
they have died in the service, or been discharg 
honorably, or otherwise. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Ps 
sions, to which had been referred the bills for 
relief of William Butterfield, David Wils 
and John Brown, reported unfavorably upont 
same. 

The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary 
the Treasury to extend further indulgence to 


deposite banks, was read the third time aoe 
passed. . . rtions ¢ 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the bill to amend ought i 
act approved May 13, 1800, entitled ‘“‘An ac Congre 
establish the judicial system of the United Staci, . pr 
was taken up and considered as in committee carry | 


the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a th 
reading. 

The bill in addition to the act entitled “An aci 
authorize the construction of a road from Dabug 
in the Territory of lowa, to the northern bound 
of the State of Missouri, and for other purpose 
approved March 3, 1800, was taken up and 
sidered as in commitiee of the whole; and aj 
some remarks from Messrs. YOUNG, HENDI 
SON, CLAY of Alabama, PIERCE, KING, 
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TAPPAN, was, on motion of Mr. TAPPAN, | ont 
on the table. overnt 
On motion of Mr. PIERCE, the bill to regu! nha 
the pay of the officers of the line and staff of @. ..4 
army was taken up, and explained and advocated 7p), , 
Mr. P. 
Mr. WILLIAMS thought that there was ba, OU" 


time enough left of this session to act on this > 


both Houses, and that it would be better to } liam 


: S n d 
pone it to the next session. He was in favom.. , 
equalizing the pay of the officers of the line @..,. . 
the staff, but he thought that object couliM 40) 
better attained by giving them a fixed sal ies, sh 





Pe On re all allowances, as contemplated by the re- 
~ we of the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. 
Al 8D 

















| CHANAN suggested to the Senator 
as 


“New Hampshire, to let the bill lie over for 
‘resent. The Senator had entirely convinced 
Pr. B.] that there ought to be an equaliza- 
of the pay of the officers of the staff and line 
army; but the Senator himself had express- 
the opinion that this subject could not be sa- 
eorily acted on this session. He would there- 
suggest to the gent’eman, that it would be better 
Jet the subject lie over ull the next session, 
n they would have the information required 
m the War Department by the resolution of the 
jjeman from Arkansas. 
sfier some remarks from Mr. PIERCE, the bill 
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ich iaid on the table. 
elief Hy, motion by Mr. KING, the Senate took up 
Teta 4 considered, as in committee of the whole, the 
SM | authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
Bcure steam vessels for the revenue service; and, | 
0 wh »p some remarks in explanation from Mr. K. it 
he reid ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
Jota = NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 
MT 1@irye following message was received from the 
: sident of the United States, by Mr. A. Van Bu- 
ote shis secretary. 
s for ihe Senate: s ae 
The importance of the subject io the tranquillity 
oe pur country makes it proper that I should com~- 
a FBaicate to the Senate, in addition to the informa- 
PCR, heretofore transmitted in reply to their resolu- 
¢ MMM, of the 17th of January last, the copy of a let- 
n, Wy just received from Mr. Fox, announcing the | 
, mination of the British Government to consent 
ed Samet’ principles of our last proposition for the set- 
4 ment of the question of the Northeastern 
, : ndary, with a copy of the answer made to it 
= SWB the Secretary of State. I cannot doubt that, 
» Ue h the sincere disposition which actuates both 
7 vernments to prevent any ether than an ami- 
the le termination of the controversy, it will be 
sé Wind practicable so to arrange the details of a con- 
‘dae ional agreement on the principles alluded to 






















to effect that object. 

he Pritish commissioners, in their report com- 
pnicated by Mr. Fox, express an opinion that 
trae line of the treaty of 1783 is materially 
ferent from that so long contended for by Great 
iain. The report is altogether ex parte in its 


each 
ants 
names 
und 
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scha@aracter, and has not yet, as far as we 

me informed, been adopted by the British 
i evernment. It has, however, assumed a 
Wi ‘pn sufficiently authentic and important to just fy 


belief that it is to be used hereafter by the Bri- 
) Government in the discussion of the question of 
undary, and as it differs essentially from the line 
imed by the United States, an immediate pre- 
tory exploration and survey on our part, by 
mmissioners appointed for that purpose, of the 
rtions of the territory therein more particularly 
ought into view, would, in my opinion, be proper. 
Congres concur with me in this view of the sub- 
|,a provision by them to enable the Executive 
carry it into effect, will be necessary. 
M. VAN BUREN. 

did Wasnincton, 27th June, 1840. 
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Mr. Fox te Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasuincron, June 22, 1840. 
The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s En- 
by Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
the honor to transmit to the Secretary of State 
the United States, by order of his Government, 
accompanying printed copies of a report and 
p which have been presented to her Majesty’s 
ymovernment by Colonel Mudge and Mr. Feather- 







fa pnhangh, the commissioners employed during the 
cated M'", SC880N to survey the disputed territory. 

The undersigned is instructed to say, that it will 
| { course have become the duty of her Majesty’s 
his bigeevermment to lay the said report and map before 

ae liament; but her Majesty’s Government have 
Pel, n desirous, as a mark of courtesy and conside- 
line tion towards the Government of the United 
could 2° tha documents bearing upon a question of 


)much interest and importance to the two coun- 
es, should, in the first instance, be communicated 
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to the President. The documents had been official- 
ly placed in the hands of her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, only a few days previously to the date of the 
insiruction addressed to the undersigned. 

Her Majesty’s Government feel an unabated de- 
sire to bring the long pending questions connected 
with the boundary between the United States and 
the British possessions in Norih America, to a final 
and satisfactory settlement, being well aware, that 
questions of this nature, as long as they remain 
open between two countries, must be the source of 
frequent irritation on both sides, and are liable at 
any momeantio lead to events that may endanger 
the existence of friendly relations. 

It is obvious that the questions at issue be- 
tween Great Briiain and the United States, 
must be beset with various and really exist- 
ing difficulties; or else those questions would 
not have remained open ever since the year 1783, 
notwithstanding the frequent and earnest endeavors 
made by each Government to bring them to an ad- 
justment. But her Majesty’s Government do not 
relinquish the hope that the sincere desire which is 
felt by both parties to arrive at an amicable settle- 
ment will at lengih be attended with success. 

The best clue to guide the two Governments in 
their future proceedings, may perhaps be obtained 
by an examination of the causes of past failure: 
and the most prominent amongst, these causes has 
certainly been a want of correct information as to 
the topographical features and physical character of 
the district in dispute. 

This want of adequate information may be 
traced as one of the difficulties which embarrassed 
the Netherlands Government in its endeavors to 
decide the poiots submitted to its arbitration, in 
1830. The same has been felt by the Government 
in England: it has been felt and admitted by the 
Government of the United Svates, and even by the 
local Government of the contiguous. State of 
Maine. 

The British Government and the Government of 
the United States agreed, therefore, two years ago, 
that a survey of the disputed territory, by a joint 
commission, would be the measure best calculated 
to elucidate and solve the questions,at issue. The 
President proposed such a commission, and her 
Majesty’s Government consented to it: and it was 
believed by her Majesty’s Government that the ge- 
neral principles upon which the commission was to 
be guided, in its local operations, had been settled 
by mutual agreement, arrived at by means of a 
correspondence which took place between the two 
Governments in 1837 and 1838. 

Her Majesty’s Government accordingly trans- 
mitted, in April of last year, for the consideration 
of the President, the draft of a convention to re- 
gulate the proceedings of the proposed commissien, 
The preamble ef that draft recited textually the 
agreement that had been come to by means of notes 
which had been exchanged between the two Go- 
vernments; and the articles of the draft were 
framed, as her Majesty’s Government considered, 
in strict conformity with that agreement. 

But the Government of the United States did not 
think proper to assent to the convention so pro- 

sed. 

The United States Government did not indeed 
allege that the proposed convention was at vari- 
ance with the result of the previous correspon- 
dence between the two Governments; but it thought 
that the convention would establish a commission 
of “mere exploration and survey;” and the Pre- 
sident was of epinion that the step next to be taken 
by the two Governments, should be to contract 
stipulations bearing upon the face of them the 
promise of a final settlement, under some form or 
other, and within a reasonable time. 

The United States Government accordingly 
transmitted to the undersigned, for communica- 
tion to her Majesty’s Government, in the month of 
July last,a counter draft of convention, varying 
considerably in some parts, as the Secretary of 
State of the United States admitted in his letter to 
the undersigned of the 29th of July last, from the 
draft proposed by Great Britain. But the Secre- 
tary of State added, that the United States Govern- 
ment did not deem it necessary 0 comment npon 
the alterations so made, as the text itself of the 
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counter draft would be found sufficiently perspi- 
cuous. 

Her Majesty’s Government might certainly well 
have expected that some reasons would have been 
given to explain why the United States Govern- 
ment declined to confirm an arrangement which 
was founded upen propositions made by that Go- 
vernment itself, and upon modifications to which 
that Goverament had agreed; or that if the Ame- 
rican Government thought the dra‘t of convention 
thus proposed was not in conformity with the pre- 
vious agreement,it would have pointed out in 
what respect the two were considered to differ. 

Her Majesty’s Government, considering the pre- 
s°nt state of the boundary question, concur with the 
Government of the United States in thinking that 
it is on every account expedient that the next mea- 
sure to be adopted by the two Governments should 
contain arangements which will necessarily lead to 
a final settlement; and they think that the conven- 
tion which they proposed last year to the President, 
instead of being framed so as to constitute a mere 
commission cf exploration and survey, did, on the 
contrary, contain certain stipniations calculated to 
lead to the final asceriainmeat of the boundary 
between the two countries, 

There was, however, undoubtedly, one essential 
difference between the British dra(t and the Ame 
rican counter draft. The British draft contained 
no provision embodying the principle of arbitration; 
the American counter draft did contain such a pro- 
vision. / 

The British draft contained no provision for ar- 
bitration, because the principle of arbitration had 
not been proposed on either side during the negotia- 
tions upon which that draft was founded; and be- 
cause, moreover, it was understood at that time 
that the principle of arbitration would be decidedly 
objected to by the United States, 

But as the United States Government have now 
expressed a wish toembody the principle of arbitra- 
tion in the proposed convention, her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment are perfectly willing to accede to that 
wish. 

The undersigned is accordingly instrncted to 
state officially to Mr. Forsyth, that her Majesty’s 
Government consent to the two principles which 
form the main foundation of the American counter 
draft; namely, first, that {the commission to 
be appointed shall be so constituted as ne- 
cessarily to lead to a final settlement of 
the questions of boundary at issue  be- 
tween the two countrics; and secondly, that 
in order to secure such a result, the convention by 
which the commission is to be created shall contain 
a provision for arbitration upon points as to which 
the British and American commissioners may not 
be able to agree. 

The undersigned is, however, instructed to add 
that there are many matters of detail in the Ameri- 
can counter draft, which her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment cannot adopt. The undersigned will be fur- 
nished from his Government, by an early opportu- 
nity, with an ameaded draft, in conformity with the 
principles above stated, to be submitted to the con- 
sideration of the President. And the undersigned 
expects to be at the same time furnished with in- 
siruciions to propose to the Government of the 
United States a fresh local and temporary conven- 
tion, for the better prevention of incidental border 
collisions within the disputed territory, during the 
time that may be occupied in carrying through the 
operations of survey or arbitration. 

' The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 
to renew to the Secretary of State the assurance of 
his distinguished consideration. 


_ 


H. 8. FOX. 
The Hon. Joun Forsyth, &c. &c. &e. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Foz. 
DEPARTMENT OF Stare, 

Washington, 26:h June, 1840. 
The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United 
States, has had the honor to receive a note ad- 
dressed to him on the 22d instant by Mr. Fox, En- 
voy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of Great Britain, enclosing printed copies of the 
report and map laid before the British Government 
by the commissioners employed during the last sea- 
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son to survey the territory in dispute between the 
two countries, and communicating the consent of 
her Britannic Majesty’s Government to the two 
principles which form the main foundation of the 
counter proposition of the United States for the 
adjustment of the question. 


The undersigned, having laid Mr. Fox’s note be- 
fore the President, is instructed to say, in answer, 


courtesy which prompted the British Government 
to communicate to that of the United States the 
documents referred to; aud that he derives great 
satisfaction from the announcement that her Ma- 
jesty’s Government do not relinquish the nope that 
the sincere desire which is felt by both parties to 
arrive at an amicable settlement, will at length be 
attended with success; and from the prospect held 
out by Mr. Fox, of his being accordingly furnished, 
by an early opportunity, with the drait of a prop>- 
sition amended in conformity with the principles to 
which her Majesty’s Government has acceded, to 
be submitted to the consideration of this Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. Fox states that his Government might have 
expected that, when the American counter draft 
was communicated to hin, some reasons would 
have been giveo to expiain why the United Siates 
Government declined accepting the British draft of 
convention, or that, if it thought the draft was not 
in conformity with previous agreement, it would 
have pointed out in what respect the two were 
considered to differ. 


In the note which the undersigned addressed to 
Mr. Fox on the 29th July of last year, transmit- 
ting the American counter draft, he stated that in 
consequence of the then recent events on the fron- 
tier, and the danger of collision between the cili- 
zens and subjects of the two Governments, a mere 
commission of exploration and survey would be 
inadequate to the exigencies of the occa- 
sion, and fall behind the just expectations of 
the people of*both countries, and referred to the 
importance ef having the measure next adopted 
bear upon its face stipulations which must result in 
a fina! settlement, under some form, and in a rea- 
sonable time. These were the reasons which in- 
duced the President to introduce in the new projet, 
the provisions which he thought calculated for the 
attainment of so desirable an object; and which, in 
his epinion, rendered obviously unnecessary any 
allusion to the previous agreements referred to by 
Mr. Fox. The President is gratified to find thata 
concurrence in those views has brought the minds 
of her Majesty’s Government to a similar conclu- 
sion; and {rom this fresh indication of harmony in 
the wishes of the two cabinets, he permits himself 
to anticipate the most satisfactory result from the 
measure under consideration, 


The undersigned avails himself of the opportu- 
nity to offer to Mr. Fox renewed assurances of his 


distinguished consideration. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
H. 8. Fox, esq. &c. &e. 


On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, the message 
was referred yo the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
lions, and ordered to be printed. 

The bill to authorize the Mount Carmel and New 
Albany Railroad Company to enter on acredit a 
quantity of land, to aid the company in the con- 
straction of a railroad from New Albany, in the 
Siate of Indiana, to Mount Carmel, in the State of 
Illinois, and for other purposes, was iaken up and 
considered as in committee of the whole; and after 
a debate, in which Messrs. BENTON, WHITE, 
GRUNDY, SMITH of Indiana, CALHOUN, 
YOUNG, DAVIS, and TAPPAN took part, 


On motion by Mr. BENTON, the bill was indefi- 
nitely postponed—yeas 18, nays 16, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Grundy, Hubbard, 
Lumpkin, Pierce, Preston, Roane, Sirange, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Wright—18. 


NAYS—Messts. Clay of Alabama, Clayton, 
Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntington, Knight, 
Lion, Nicholas, Porter, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Young—16, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


| 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monpay, June 29, 1840. 

_ Mr. PETRIKIN moved to suspend to the rules for the ae 

tion ofa resolution that Congress adjourn on the 15th of July 
next. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and, being taken, resulted 





} as fo!lows—yeas €3, nays 43. 
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No quorum having voted— 

The rull was again called, when the vote resulted—yeas 81 
nays 89. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to suspend the rules togo into Commit- 
tee of ihe Whole ou the state of the Union. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE appealed to him to withdraw the mo- 
tion. 

But Mr. B. referring to the fact that this was the last day in 
which the Sub-Treasury bill could be debated, refused to with- 
draw. 

Before the question was taken, 

Mr. JENIFER asked leave to correct a mistake which it ap- 
pe that a member of the House (Mr. Brown of Mississipp1) 
vad committed, ina published correction of a report in the 
Intelligencer of the substance of what took place a few days 
— when Mr. J. had been speaking on the Sub-Treasury 
ill. . 

Leave being given, Mr. J. went into a recapitulation of the 
facts, (which he said were truly stated in the report, with the 
solitary exception that the issue of veracity referred to was not 
with the Legislature hut with the citizens of aye y + one The 
gentleman from Mississippi complained that it had been there 
stated that Mr. J. had given him notice beforehand that he 
should notice the speech he had made, and should refer toa 
question of veracity he had before adverted to as between that 
lame and the Legislature of his State. Mr. J. said he had 

istinctly mentioned in the House that he should reply to seve- 
ral gentlemen, and particularly to the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi. . The gentleman, in his correction, further stated that he 
had asked Mr. J. whether any such notice had been given to 
him, and he (Mr. J.) had denied it. In this the gentleman was 
certainly mistake. 

Mr. BROWN explained in reply, expressing his gratification 
that Mr. J’s explanation was made in a feeling of courtesy 
which, from former exhibitions, the House had not expected 
from him. Mr. B.thenagain denied that Mr. J. hag given any 
sich notice as was stated in the report, either to himself per- 
sonally, or to the House, inhis hearing. A friend had indeed 
informed Mr. B. that Mr. J. had said he should aliude 
to him; but Mr. B. did not, and could not know before- 
hand, of what nature the allusion was to be, whether po- 
litical or personal, nor could he anticipate that a question of 
personal veracity was to be raised in regard to him. The 
impression given by the report was that Mr. B. having ;e- 
ceived previous notice that a question of veracity was to be 
made in respect to him, had, under such circumstances, left 
the Houst to escape exposure; at which he seemed somewhat 
indignant. He was happy Mr. J. had now disclaimed any de- 
sire lo make such an exposure. Astothe second point, Mr. B. 
did certainly understand Mr. J. as admitting that he had given 
no notice, personally, to him, of his intention to allude to him, 
and others had so understood him at the time. Whatever 
warmth there might appearin his manner. Mr. B. entertained 
no ill feeling toward the gentleman from Maryland, nor had he 
any intention of making a personal agsault upon him or any 
other member of the House, either in or out of the House, and 
he should hold himself prepared at all times to repel any, 
should it be made on himself. 

Mr. JENIFER, by leave, said a few words in rejoinder. The 
gentleman did him no more than justice in not expecting from 
him any thing in the form of a personal attack. Mr.J. had never 
meant to charge the gentleman personally with any want of ve- 
racity; he had only referred to the respectable authorities on 
which he had stated that the gentleman had voted in favor of the 
issue of post notes by the Bank of Mississippi in 1836, though he 
was now 80 strenuous in opposing banks, and advoca'ing a Sub- 
Treasury. 

The House now went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union (Mr. Banks in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. DUNCAN of Ohio had the floor, but yielded it at the re- 
quest of 

Mr. FLOYD of New York, who wished to make a personal 
explanation in reply to a charge made by his colleague {Mr. 
CHITTENDEN] on Saturday evening, of having made a false 
statement in relation wa sale of New York stocks below par. 

Mr. F. said, had it not been for the very late hour (12 o’clock) 
at which the gentleman spoke, he would have appealed to the 
courtesy of the committee at that time to po him toreply. 
Ife then procceded to say that he had heard several days before 
that his honorable colleague had made great preparations for 
replying to his |Mr. F’s} speech, delivered on the 11th instant; 
and if he was not mistaken, the gentieman had shown to seve- 
ral members the reply he intended to make. The principal mat- 
ter to which his honorable colleague had alluded, wes that por- 
tion of the speech in relation to the credit system, and which as- 
serted that the stocks of New York fell in a single year 22 per 
cent. below par. 

The gentleman had said it was untrue that the stocks ef New 
York had ever been sold below par, thus placing him in the po- 
sition of having asserted a falsehood. But the gentleman had 
produced no authority to prove the statement untrue It was, 
therefore, his mere bare assertion, and rested solely on that as- 
sertion. Now he [Mr. F.} would not act like the schoolboy, 
who, when he was charged with lying by his comrade, gave the 
lie back again. No; he would apply to his colleague the words 


of Junius, who said, “I will not call you a rascal, but I will. 


rove youone.” He likewise would not say that his colleazue 
fad spoken that which was untrue, but he would prove that 
what he had said was untrue, by a reference to a Whig au- 
thority. 

MrP. then referred to the following extract from the New 
York Journal of Commerce of September, 1839, to prove that 
what he had said in relation to the fall of New York stocks was 
not untrue, unless it could be shown that the extract itself was 
untrue: 

“A sale of $100,000 New York and Erie Railroad stock, bear- 
ing 44 per cent. interest, payable quarterly in New York, was 
made on Saturday at auction, under the direction of the Comp- 
trolier, and taken by Messrs. Prime, Ward, and King, as follows: 
$10,000 at 79, $10,000 at 784, $30,000 at 78, and $50,000 at 77%, 
the closing price. The stock is redeemable in 1859, and was 
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sold on terms, one-third down, and the balance ,,. 
sixty days.” / I te 
Mr. CHITTENDEN replied, denying that he 
Mr. Fioyp with falsehood, in asserting that New Yo and marc! 
had been sold below par. Whathe had charge ».. o the effe 
colleague had asserted what was not true, when he ; Ato sta 
the Legislature of New York had, under Whig ay. yidering 
barked in the credit system, and, by so doing, 4 ley ial servic 
stock of the State under par in the market. “And j, pis native 
the New York Journal of Commerce being Wh, ™ ip J. did ne 
such was not the case, for it was sometimes on o y to the | 
sometimes on the other. ea hehad no 
Mr. DUNCAN being entitled to the floor, addressed "ready an 
mittee with much point and humor, in reply io the outest of 
urged against the bill. In the course of his remartse y, Buta 
mated that he had called into requisition the serv; military @ 
“poet,” whose effusions he intended to give to the ot Tec both th 
his speech should be written out. nd people a 
Mr. D. took a review of the disgraceful sysem of it » What 
banking, and eee _ keen sarcasm on the shig he wo? 
system, more especially in reference to it as a ' iecti 
aoe. He exhibited to the committee severa] septal met 
abominable trash by which the poor man had been wall It W 
the fruits of his industry by the associated pany he into | 
Among other specimens he held up to view a twelve ani rithe de 
cent plaster, which informed the fortunate holder tha a ” sem. 
as he could muster forty of those small shinplasters, | ay new! 
to acertain place, some hundreds of miles distance A for the Caf 
be entitled to receive one large shinplaster! Sy¢}, * otdeny thi 
beautiful effects of the paper system. — Be io acase | 
Mr. D. continued his remarks until half-past two oJ sate, (V 
when the House took its usual recess. | as than fi’ 


EVENING SESSION. member 
After the re 


than Adn 
Mr. DUNCAN resumed his remarks, and spoke wi gamONES rep! 
earnestness against the abuses of the paper system, an gamma feller. 
fence of the present measure, which he contended was;) ner reply 
sure of the Constitution itself. He concluded at 10 miggmmey in the | 
fore 5 o’clock. hen lodg 
Mr. JONES of Virginia followed. He expressed hing) What w 
reluctant at this late period to intrude upon the commit, bank fro 
in doing so he was obeying the dictates of duty rather igammpy seam 
feelings. After alluding to the great importance of \ was, the 
sent measure, he said 1t was needless to observe that ith ith the n 
ed down the abuse of the Opposition in proportion to { no mo 
portance. Yes, he would say abuse, for it was nothing byujammrwual wh 
and declamation with which it had been assail d, for now en show 
gument had hitherto been urged against it. This abug, not exc 
ever, was nothing more than the Administration had o qqamee With the 
for it struck at the vitals of a system by which a poweri fier repl 
and experienced Opposition had derived unjust ady, that no o 
which they were not willing to relinquish without a strogg brought | 
After some further remarks, Mr. J. proceeded to connqmm! anpeat 
the inconsistent course of the Opposition, who at the earigmenOr FIT 
of the session, were continually taunting him for not denounce 
the billin preference to the appropriation bills; and they a bed 
the bill was taken up, the very sane members were clog Preven 
their abuse that the appropriation bills had been passed 
He thus showed, in very pointed language, that let the free ATR jhe 
the Administration do what they would, they were sur ™@kOMGO 
down the declamation of their opponents. If they did nsiderd 
up the bill, they were abused; and if they did cal! it up they Whole. 
abused; so that there was do way of escape. asadop 
Mr. J. then adverted to the powers conferred on the Game/"'!y © 
Government by the Constitution, and contended that the my. 5c 
ofthe framers of that Constitution could not be carrisjmbelieved | 
effect unless the Government had the absolute contro! of igipe'ess- 
funds. He then alluded to the conduct of the banks froqmpeches on 
end of the country to the other, which, at a recent perampy inforn 
open violation of their charters, had closed their doors am? Passa 
fused to pay over a single dollar of the public money deme 2° OPPO 
with them. great de 
After some further remarks, he referred to the ada d. Tew 
made by all the Opposition, that some measure of relief and he 
cessary, and asked them how long they ceuld stand aqgmye! that | 
when in oppesing this bill, they proposed nothing els @ °° ‘0 
stead. would t 
Mr. J. then drew a zlowing picture of the critical situaiggg? ‘0 our 
which the Government would be placed in case of a wugmprefore 0 
all its money in the vaults of the banks, and which, i YLOR, 
pleased, might play over the same game they did in |SggpecOoLe, 
suspending specie payments. pee 
It was under the deep conviction that it was absoluugmeAIR ce 
cessary for the welfare of the Government to separate ifm’ eing « 
the banking institutions of the country, that the commie YLOR 
— he was a member, had concluded to report the page’) Whe 
Mr. J. then jroceeded to examine the principal feature 
bill, and to notice the objections urged against thew. 
commenting upon the constant availability of the Go 
money, by placing it in the hands of receivers, he coo 
that plan with the former system of lodging the money 
banks. He said it was needless to observe that no soon 
any portion of the public money placed in a bank, th 
amount was set down in the books of the bank asa mere é 
the Government, and the money transferred to the vauls@mteme h 
institution to be used in consmon with its other capital, mend ef 
own private benefit. Then, when the Government cal@m® had 
the money, the bank first consulted ite own convenience Mmn*andi 
it thought proper to comply with the demand. Nay, wig’, end t 
not remember a meeting of bank directors in one of ourfmp*jotity 
mercial cities, where with closed doors they deliberaied Heommat' 
the time when it would be quite convenient for them to pay Gm mitte 
debts. He appealed to every friend of the country 
such a system should be continued any longer, when t 
ney of the Government was at the disposal of such instil 
which retained or paid it, just as they thought proper. 
Mr. J. adverted with much earnestness to the admirable 
tem of checks and menee provided by the bill. 
minded the Opposition that one section authorized the em 
ment of agents, whose duty it would be to examine and it 
at short periods, the accounts of all officers entrusted wit 
Government money. And the very fact, that none of 
ficers would know the day northe hour when their acc 
would be inspected, was a powerful check upon dishonest 
He then noticed an objection raised by t Oe : 
title of the bill. They complained that the “la 
dent Treasury” implied a separation from the people. Beyj Thec 
astonished at such an objection. Did not every one ack 
ledge that the Government was the Government of the { 
Wer not the people and the Government one and the 
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ask, who was more entitled to an Independent 
a Independent people? 
, vea notice to the attack made by Mr. 
oe oad. u the President, for not having per- 
; Satiary exploit in the last war, and followed the ex- 
‘\(t, SEROBANT, then Major Sergeant, who shouldered 
rvarched to the battlefield, etc. Mr. J. after some 
ane effect that Senators were required as well as war- 
we to state that at the time when the Major Sergeant 
eNering his gun, Mr. Van Buren was render- 
vai service to his country, by his exertions in the Legis- 
pis native State. ; ; 

J. did not wish to be understood as saying any thing 
wo the military fame of Major Sergeant. On the 
hehad nodoubt but that, during the war, the Major 
"ready and willing to hurl alance, or measure swords 

outest of John Bull’s men who might happen to come 
cr But the people were — allowed to the best 
military achievements, and seldom failed to be reward 
Yer both the Major and Mr. Van Buren had been placed 

people as candidates for high office, and what was 
it » What judgment had the people given on the me- 
he two? 
eatodjection of the opponents of the bill was that the 
ould not be safe, and reference was made to the case of 
yt. It was true that Swartwout had put his hand 
nly into the public crib; but then that was under the 
»; of the deposite system, and could notoccur under the 
eysem. Besides, gentlemen appeared to forget that, in 
very newspaper, there were advertisements offering 
for the capture ofrunaway bank officers! Gentlemen 
ndeny this: and, among other instances, he would re- 
toacase of that kind, which had recently occurred in 
sate, (Virginia,) when a bank teller had gone off 
a3 than five huudred and fifty thousand dollars. 
member of the Opposition here called out, ‘Yes, a 

‘han Administration president.” 

DNES replied: “O, yes, an Administration president, 
hig teller. (Great laughter.) : 

per reply to the objections urged against the safety of 
y inthe hands of receivers, Mr. J. asked whether the 
hen lodged with the banks, was safe from dishonest 

What was there (he asked) to prevent the chief of- 
bank from going into its vaults, at any time, and lug- 
y steamboat, or other conveyance, any sum he pleased? 
‘was, the argument a yoy entrusting individual re 
ith the money, proved too much; for it would go to 
{ no money ought to be entrusied into the hands of 
idual whatever. 
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ons en showed that the whole expense of ihe present sys- 
s abuse, notexceed $31,000, which was a small sum when 
had to eames with the great and important objects contemplated. 
owerty fier replying to many other objections to the bill, and 
t adv that no other measure would restore prosperity to the 


brought his remarks to a close at half past 8 o’clock. 
janpear hereafter in full. 

ROrFIT then took the floor in opposition to the bill, 
denounced as neither more nor less than “a serpent 
a bed of flowers,’”’ and hated himself because he 
prevent its passage. He concluded at half past 


ATR then gave the floor to 
ROMGOOLE, who remarked, that, on the 20th of May 
nsideration of this bill was commenced in Commit- 
Whole. On the first day of this present month, a re- 
asadopted, which so far modified our rules as to en- 
gjorily of the House to continue the discustion from 
y. Since that time, with scarcely the loss of a single 
believed not more than one,) the debate had proceeded 
gress. He believed that there had been delivered 
ches on the pending question, and, if he had not been 
y informed, thirty-three had been made by those op- 
he passage of the bill, and twenty-seven by 1s adyo- 
he opponents of the measure, he remarked, had con- 
great deul more of the time of the committee than its 
d. Itwas now, he said, nearly half past 11 o’clock in 
and he thought, under all the circumstances, that it 
rthat the debate should now cease in committee, 
on to-morrow, we should, in the House, pursue such 
would be required by theresolution recently adopted 
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a] situaige? toour action on this bill. : 

of a warerefore moved “that the committee do rise.’’* 

vhich, (ge Y LOR, who, it appears, had risen simultaneously with 
1 in [SMtCOOLB, here laid claim to the floor, and was proceeding 


me remarks, when 

HAIR called him to order, the motion of Mr. Drom- 
being debatable. 

YLOR complained that he had been unjustly deprived 
br; when he was called to order from various parts of 


absol 

arale 
commit 
rt the ¢ 


estion being on the motion that the committee rise, 
re ordered, and Messrs. Houmes and Ramsey ap- 
act as such. 

Tie opin put in his claim to the floor, but as 
had already commenced passing through the tellers, 
disregarded, he became much excited, and shout- 


feature 
 thein. 
» Gov 
he cop 
oney 
0 


ank, very top of his voice, ““Whigs, do not vote! You are 
a mere é 

> vaulisq@mereme high pitch of voice in which this call was made, 
capital, @mcond effect of awaking allthe sleepers, who, from 


had taken refuge on the sofas. 
standing the injunction of Mr. Naytor, the Whigs 
d, and the reult was—ayes 51, noes 26. 
jority of those present were in favor of the motion 
ommitteee rise. 
mmittee accordingly rose and reported the bill. 
AIR, at the request of several membera, reported the 
there was no quorum, but that the motion to rise had 
ied by a majority of those present. The House hav- 
pied a resolution discharging the committee from the 
onsideration of the bill, on to-uay, the absence of a quo- 
immaterial. 
SEY moved to adjourn. . 
motion the yeas and nays were demanded, and being 
yeas 55, noes 43. 
minutes before twelve, 
ouse adjourned. 


ent Cal: 





e was opened by Mr. Cusine, a Whig, who oc- 
hours and thirty minutes in the delivery of his 
The concluding speech was made by Mr, Prorrtt, a 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








Whig, who occupied the time of the committee for two hours 

and thirty five minutes. i 
The names of all the intermediate speakers on each side of 

the question have been noted, and the time occupied by each. 





i) 


hours. min, 1] 
The whvle time occupied by all the speakers is 157 30 
The thirty-three opponents of the bill consumed 9 24 | 
The twenty-seven advocates of the billconsumed 59 24 1 
Difference 39 «00 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, June 30, 1840. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petitien of John 
K. West and others, merchants, ship owners, cap- 
tains of vessels, and insurers of the State of Lou- 
isiana, and the petition of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of New Orleans, severally praying an amend- 
ment to the act of March 2, 1837, concerning 
pilots, which were severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of S. Wild- 
man and others, citizens of the State of Ohio, pray- 
ing the establishment of a mail rovte; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Oa motion by Mr. HUBBARD, it was ordered 
that the Secretary of the Senate transmit to the 
Secretary of the Treasury the papers which ac- 
companied the petitition of the executrix of James 
Cashen, deceased, which were received from that 
Department. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Joint Committee on 
the Library, to which was recommitted the joint 
resolution for the relief of Langtree and O’Sullivan, 
reported the same bill with and amendment, which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, | 
to which was referred bills from the House 

For the relief of Stephen Appleby; | 





For the relief of Wm. Glover; || 


For the relief of Isaac Boyd; 

For the relief of Isaac Austin; and 

For the relief of Elijah Blodget; 
reported the same without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that they be postponed indefi- 
nitely. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill confirming the claim 
of Jenette Cadottre, or her legal representatives, to 
a certain lot or tract of land in Michigan; which 


| 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. | 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Stalker and 
Hill, made an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

The bill to expose to sale the pnblic lands lying 
within the limits of the State of Ohio, was taken up 
and considered as in committee of the whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Commitiee on Com- 
merce, to which had been referred various memo- 
riais on the subjectof the official conduct of the 
Consul of the United States at the Havana, made 
areport thereon, concluding with a reselution that 
the committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill granting extra pay to certain officers of the 
revenue culters for services in the navy of the 
United States; which was read twice and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which had been referred the bili from the House 
for the relief of Elliett Smith and Nathan Barne- 
well, reported the same unfavorably, without 
amendment. 

The bill supplemental to an act entitled ‘‘an act 
for the discontinuance of the office of Surveyor 
General in the several districts, so soon as the sur- 
veys therein can be completed, for abolishing land 
offices under certain circumstances, and for other 
purposes,” was taken up as in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

The bill granting a portion of the public lands 
to the Mississippi and Rock river Canal Company 
being taken up as in committee of the whole, was 
discussed at much length by: Messrs. YOUNG, AL- 
LEN, BENTON, and CALHOUN, and on motion 
of Mr. WRIGHT, it was laid on the table, 
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The bill to provide for the better execution of 





laws in the collection of duties on imports was ta- 
ken up, and the several amendments proposed by 





the Committee on Finance were explained and ad- 
vocated by Mr. WRIGHT. A debate occurred in 
which Messrs. HUNTINGTON, CLAY of Ala. 
BUCHANAN, HUBBARD, WALKER, PRES- 
TON, CLAY of Ky. and CALHOUN participated; 
in the course of which the two last named Sena- 
tors expressed their opinion in favor of carrying 
out the principles of the compromise act, in the re- 
vision of the tariff at the next ses-ion. 

Before any question was taken, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, June 30, 1840. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked that the House would 
by general consent agree to take up and dispose of 
the communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting the proceedings of the court martial 
on the trial of Lieutenant Hooe. If the rules had 
not been suspended for the purpose of adepting the 
preamble and resolutions, calling for this documeat, 
he would have no objection to let it take its regular 
course with the business on the Speaker’s table; 
but he deemed it his duty to take early action apon 
it, and hoped the House would consent to dispose 
of the subject now. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to suspend the rules 
for the morning hour, and on that motion aked for 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 


Mr. TRIPLETT hoped the gentleman from 
Virginia would consent to have the reading of the 
document dispensed with, and let it be printed. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE said if the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Triptetr] would vote with him to 
suspend the rules,so asto get the subject before 
the House, he would move to suspend the reading, 
and have it printed, w:thout delay. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and agreed to by yeas 122 
navs 17. 

The CHAIR announced 
pending when the subject was last up, was 
the motion of Mr. J. Tuomrson of Mis- 
sissippi, to refer the whole sabject to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and to have the documents 
printed; and on which motion the previous ques- 
tion was moved. 

Mr. CHINN moved that the reading of the do- 
cument be dispensed with, and that it be referred to 
a select committee. 

The CHAIR said it was not in order for the gen- 
tleman to submit both motions at the same mo- 
ment. 

Mr. CHINN then moved that the farther read- 
ing be dispensed with; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BOTTS inquired of the Cuair whether it 
would be in order to move to refer the subject to a 
select committee, instead of the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The CHAIR replied that it would; but there 
cou'd be no debate upon that motion, the previous 
question having been called for. 

Mr. BOTTS said, thea I make this a question of 
order. Is it competent for a gentleman to make a 
motion to refer a document which was not in the 
possession of the House before it had been read. 

The CHAIR was understood to say that it was 
in the possession of the House. 


Mr. BOTTS then made another point of order— 
whether it was competent for the gentleman from 
Mississippi to make a motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and in the same breath to 
move the previous question on that motion. 

The CHAIR said according to the practice of 
the House, it was. 

Mr. BOTTS. Wasit in order for him to make 
such a motion before the paper was read? 


The CHAIR replied that the reading had not 
been called for; but .aceording to the usual prac- 
tice, sufficient of the document had been read to 
enable the House to know what it was; and it was 
at that stage the motion had been made. 

Mr. BOTTS inquired of the Cuain whether the 


that the question 
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motion to lay on the table did not take precedence | 


of the motion to refer, and all other motions. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BOTS. Then I move to lay the whole 
subject on the table, and have the documents 
printed. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and nays 
on that motion, which were crdered. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for a division of the 
question so as to take the vote first on the motion 
to Jay on the table;and the question was according- 
y taken by yeas and nays, and resulted—yeas 6)), 
nays 123. 

YEAS— Messrs. John W. Allen, Barnard, Bell, Bond, Botts, 
Briggs, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Cranston, Crock- 
ett, Curtis, Cushing, Edw. Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Rice Garland, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Grin- 
nell, W. 8. Hastings, Henry, Hillof Va. Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Chas. Johaston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lincuin, 
Marvin, Mason, Morgan, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Pope, 
Randolph, Rariden, Ridgway, Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Truman Smith, Staoly,gS8tuart, Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, Thomas W, 
Williams, Lewis Williams, and C, H. Wilhams—60. 

NAYS--Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, H. J. Anderson, An 
drews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, 8. H. Butler, W. O Butler, Carr, Car- 
roll, Casey, Chapman, Cliflord, Connor, M. A. Cooper, W. R 
Cooper,Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, Jolin Davis, J. 
W Davis, Dawson, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraiih, 
James Garland, Gates, Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Green, Griffin, 
Habersham, Hall, Hammond, Hand, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill ef 
North Carolina, Holleman, Hook, Jackson, Jaineson, Jenifer, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kille, King, Leet, Leo- 
nard, Lowell, Lucas, MeClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Miller, Monroe, Montanya, Montgomery, Newhard, 
Nisbet, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pick 
ens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rayner, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Ed- 
ward Rogers, J. Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, A. 
Smith, J. Smith, Thos. Smith, Stark weather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, Tey lor, Jacob Thonrpson, Trip- 
lett, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, and Worthington—123. 

So the House refused to lay the whole subject on 
the table. 

The qnestion then recuring on the motioa to 
print, it was taken by yeas and nays, and decided 
in the affirmative—yeas —, nays 2. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved to refer the subject 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER said the question would be first 
taken on the motion to refer the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The motion for the previous question then re- 
ecived a second, and the main gustion was then 
ordered?” anc the question being, ‘Shall the whole 
subject be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary?” it was agreed to without a count. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the general consent 
of the House to permit him to enter a motion to 
have an extra quantity of the documents in relation 
to Lieutenant Liooe printed for the use of the 
House. 

Mr. GRAVES objecied; and the motion was not 
pressed. 

The CHAIR announced that the business spe- 
cially in order was the Independent Treasury bill. 
-Mr. VANDERPOEL obtained the floor, and 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. R. GARLAND inquired of the Crair 
whether the bill was reported from the Commitee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

The CHAIR replied that it was not. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said he had given 
notice of his intention to move a substitute for the 
bill, but no opportunity bad been afforded him for 
that purpose. He hoped the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Vanperroet] would withdraw the mo- 
tion to enable him to offer the substitute, and let the 
House take a vote upon it. He did not wish to 
present it to embarrass the action or waste the time 
of the House, but would be willing, if it was admit- 
ted, to have the vote taken without debate. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said a sense of duty would 
not permit him to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HOFFMAN said the bill had not, accord- 
ing to the rules, been reported from the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Union; and he in- 
quired of the Cairn whether the resolution dis- 
charging the commitiee could override the rules. 

Tne CHAIR replied that the resolution was 
adopted by two thirds, and therefore did over- 
ride the rules; a vote of two thirds would suspend 
all the rules. 


The motion for the previous question was then 
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seconded; and the question then being “shall the 


bill bz ordered to be engrossed fora third reading.?” 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
nays; which having been ordered, were—yeas 123, 
nays 100. 


YEAS—Mesers. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banka, Beatty, Betrrne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Edmund Burke, Sampezon 
H. Butler, William ©. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, M. A. Co -per, 
Wim R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Da- 
vis, John W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, 
James Garland, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, J. Johnson, Cave John- 
son, N. Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lead 
better, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Mont- 
gomery, amuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Parris. Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers. Ryall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearin- 
gen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, and John T. H. Worthington—123 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W.Allen, Andrews, 
Baker, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, 
John Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Carier, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Rice 
Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Graves, Green, Grinneil, Habersham, Hall, Wm. 8. Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Jenifer, Chas. Johnston, W. Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, 
Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary 
Mortis, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Edward 
D. White, John White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, J. L. 
Williams, and Christopher H. Williams—100, 


Mr. CHINN said he had voted in the affirma- 
tive under the impression that it was the general 
disposition of his friends to bring the thing to a 
close as soon as possible; but since he learned that 
was not the case, he wished to change his vote to 
the negative; which was accordingly done. 

The question now being ‘‘shall the bill be read a 
third time?” 


Mr. GRIFFITH of South Carolina called for 


the yeas and nays; which having been ordered, 
were—yeas 125, nays 105. 


YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, ugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. But 
ler, William O. Buuler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Chapman, 
Clitford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William 
R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
J. W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dromgocle, Duncan, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, -Fioyd, Fornance, Gal- 
braith, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, Hill of 
N. C. Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Mubbard, 
Jackson, Jamesou, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kem le, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Loonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, 
MeKay, Mallory, Marchaod, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Mout- 
comery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, 
tyall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, 
David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, and John T. H. Worthington—125. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, J. W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, 
John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Den- 
nis, Detlet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, James Garland, 
Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Gra- 
ham, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Wm. 8. 
Hastings, Whwes, Heory, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, Jenifer, Chas. Johnston, William Coast Johnson, Kem- 
pshall, King, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, 
Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Start, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, John White, Wick, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
and Christopher H, Williams—105. 


So the bill having been ordered to a third reading, 
it was read the third time, and the question being 
“shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. GRAHAM obtained the floor, and spoke, 
without concluding, in opposition toits passage, un- 
til half past two o'clock, at which time the House 
took its usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina having con- 

cluded his remarks in opposition te the bill, 









































Mr. HAWES of Kentucky obtaine: 
and made an argument against it. 

Mr. GREEN made a speech in OPposit 
the bill, and in favor of a Bank of the Uwe). 
as the proper regulator of the currency, 5 

Mr. VANDERPOEL next obtained the fe 
amidsta host of competitors. He would =a 
single remark, (cries of the “ previous uestigg 
and that remark was that the speech he Was a 
to make would be strictly in order—(lay bs 
gentlemen might depend that the speech coal 
a very brief one, (continued laughter, and erica 
the “previous question.”) Mr. V. wished to ha 
the friends with whom he acted to escape the ip : 
tion of having been unreasonable and tyrann; 
by now c'osing this debate. He would there 
advert to an account kept by his vigilant frien 
the rightof the number of speeches made on, 
side since the bill had been first taken up in q 
mittee. It appeared that those gentlemen Calli 
themselves Whigs had made thirty-six speech 
while the friends of the Administration baq ma 
but twenty seven speeches. The time consyy 
by the enemies of the bill was ninety-eight ho, 
and twenty-four minnies,while its advocates had 
sumed but fifty-nine hours and twenty-four ming 
Now he had no fault to find with the Opposition§ 
the time they had consumed, because they hay; 
the worst cause, it necessarily required the great 
number of words, and if he could be persuaded th 
they could add any thing to their argumenis, 
would with pleasure sit and hear them. By 
was evident to all, that their arguments y 
worn out. He had seen them week aiter y 
struggle in this business, still the stone of Sisyp 
rolled back. He hoped, that in no event 
the friends of the bill make any further speeg, 
The argument on their side was complete, uy 
swered, and unanswerable. To atiempt to add 
it would be only “bringing coals to Newcast 
He could noi better serve his country or his cor 
tuents, than to move the previous question, wh 
motion he now submitted. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved a call of the Ho 
which was ordered, and proceeded in till 29) 
swered to their names. 

The list of absentees having been called 
excuses, the following gentlemen were respectiy 
excused, viz. Messrs. ANnprrson of Kentuc 
Corwin, Apams, Doig, and Brewster; and 

The name of Mr. Fisner having been called 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved that he be 
cused on account of absence with his family. 
veral of his colleages stated that he was unave 
ably absent. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nay: 
the motion to excuse; which were ordered. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to suspend 
farther proceedings in the call. 

Mr. GRAVES demanded the yeas and 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 141, nays 
So all further proceedings were suspended. 

The motion for the previous question then 
ceived a second; and the question now be 
‘*Shall the main question be now put?” 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas 
nays, which having been ordered, were—y eas 
nays 99, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Huzh J. Anderson, Ai 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Leirne, Black, Blackwell, 
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Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 8 


son H. Butler, William O. Buder, Carr, Carroll, G 


Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Mark _A. tooj 


William R. Cooper, Craig, Cross, Dana, Davee, Sohn Da 


John W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Dud 
1} 


Ear], Eastman, EIy, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, 
in, 


braith, Gerry, Gri 


Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Joh 


Willian Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J 
Leet, Leon 


W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mal 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, S. W. 


ris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petti 
Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Robin 


E. Rogers, James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, 8h 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, | 
F, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, ¥ 
David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weiler, Jared W. Wild 
Henry Williams, and Worthingion—123. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 2 
Bell, _-, Bond, Botts, a 
houn, John Campbell, William B. 
Chittenden, Clark, J. Cooper, 




























! Hammond, Haod, John Hastings, fh 
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drama, but the end was not yet. Mr. C. then pro-. 
ceeded to give his reasons why he considered the 
bill as an unconstitutional measure, as he contended 
that it gave the Secretary power to draw on the 
public money without appropriations by law. He 
concluded by observing that he had witnessed the 
incubation and hatching of this cockatrice, but he 
hoped the time was not far distant when the people 
would put their feet on the reptile and crush it to 
the dust. 

Mr. PICKENS then rose, and in a very animated 
manner said he had wished to make a few remarks 





Giddi Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, 
he ddim, Gates, Contry sporsham Hall, Hawes, Henry, Hill of 
0 Gr joffauan, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, 
= il King, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, 
en Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Os- 
cr Peck Pope, Profit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, 
, Pa a Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simon- 
he § pers ae aaly, stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Til- 
aa lates roland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
| ma doen, Edward D. White, John White, ‘Thomas 
eStio wiltian L. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christo- 
98 iliams—99. ; 
at <~ main question having been ordered to be 


and the question now being “Shall the bill 













































narrew and confired debate. He would not delay 
| the passage of the bill upon so smalla poiot. He 
| congratulated the country that we had approached 
the period when the measure was about to be tri- 
wmphantly passed into a permanent law of the 
land. Itisa great measure. Considering the late- 
ness of the hour, the confusion in the House, and 
that the gentleman had had the advantage of an 
opening speech, he now concluded by demanding 
the previous question. 
On this motion the disorder among the Opposition 
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- | : was renewed with tenfold fury, and some members 
‘oh, I. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and upon the bill before its passage, but he was now || made use of some very hard words, accompanied 
imps, Which pe been ordered, were—yeas 124, || compelled to confine himself in reply to the very || by violent gesticulation. 

as follows: t inar g 1 tone ass b It was some minutes before any thing ¢ ach- 
rannig eee SORA Aida adi Shades, nite, he raordinary language and tone assumed by the m y thing approach 


ing order could be restored. 
The SPEAKER having called on the Sergeant-at- 


gentleman from Massachusetis. What right had 


there(qime uy, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster maa 
oo ' ) he to speak of this bill as being forced on the coun- 


friend V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. But- 


A 


On eal Walia O-, ee tee bees Crepe, ae try by brutal numbers? That gentleman had de- || Arms to clear the aisles, 
) in co a ie Orary, Crom, Dana, Davee, Sota Davis, John || fined ths bill according to his conception of it; but The call of the previous question was seconded, 


1 Calli pavis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dromgvole, Duncan, Earl, 
‘nan, Bly, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Ger- 
peech Griffin, Hammond, Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of 
ad ma h Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, 
OnSUmempvard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Vave Johuson, 
ht h sniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lead- 
NOG. Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, 
shadeg yiloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill Miller, Mon- 
miny Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Pay- 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pi¢kens, Prentiss, Ramsey, 


he would tell the gentleman, that the bill would, 
thank God, deliver this Governmenttrom the hands 
of those who for so many years had lived by swin- 
diing the proceeds of honest labor. Yes, said Mr. 
P. | thank my God that the hoar of our deliverance 
is now so near, from a system which has wrung the 
hard earnings from productive industry for the 


and the main question en the amendment to the 
amendment ordered to be put. 

The motion for the previous question having re- 
ceived a second, the main question ,was or- 
dered. 

The question . was then taken on Mr. Cusnina’s 
amendment tothe ameaodment, and disagreed to 


sition ae, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, James benefit of a few irresponsible corporations. without a count, ; ; 

°y havigiiers, Kyall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, anes Sith, John Sir, [ knew the contest would be fierce and bitter. The question recurring on the substitute of Mr. 

\ Ie), Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, ogi eee TE Tea. z ie . : Cooper of Pennsylvania for the original ttle of 

€ grea b Tiemgweney, Taylor, France Thomas, Philip F, Tho The bill, in its principles, draws the line between oti y & 

aded th Jaceb Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. the great laboring and landed interests of this con- ne Dl, 

Menis, Mener, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry || federacy, and those who are identified with capital- Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 

ms, and Worthington—124. ; se . . s : ; -s. whic : —-veas 

. Be Ys-Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, || ists in s‘ocks and live upon incorporated eredit. The aie coe been ordered, were—yeas 87, 

TS WHR, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, latter class have lived and fatiened upon the fiscal hace adie pis Prey ee e 

‘ter wellmboun, John Campbell, Wim. B. Campbell, Carter, Casey . , i ' . . . SAS—Messrs. Adams, ford, J. W. Allen, Andrews, Ba 

Sis , Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, action of this Government, from the Funding Sys ker, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, 
yp kett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, tem down to the present day—and now they feel William B.Cam. bell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Jas. 

DL Way, ry ee Seem, eset a Laem like wolves who have been driven back from the Deters ee eee San _— co 

s , Garlan ice rarlan rates, entr lddings. . r everr ennis, et, Hawards »verett, rillimere, ce 

aa 4 Goode, Graham, Graves, treen, Grinnell, Haber. warm blood they have been lapping for forty years. Garland, Gates, Geatry, Giddings, Goode, Graham, Graves, 
’ 


Hall, Wm. 8. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, John Hill of 
nia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, 
am Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lincoln, McCarty, 
in, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Caivary Morris, 
tr, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Profiit, 
all, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, 
stall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 


Well may the gentleman, [Mr. Cusuinc,] who re- 
presents those interests, cry out and exclaim that 
it is a bill passed in force by fraud and power—it is 
the power and the spirit of a free people determined 
to redeem themselves and their Government. 

Here the calls to order were again renewed from 


Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, William 8. Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, 
Wim. Cost Johnston, Kempshall, King, Lincoln, McCarty, 
Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Ogie, Palen, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rari- 
den, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaterro, Tillinghast, To- 


to add 
ewcast 
his con 
ion, wh 


he H Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, A land, Triplet, Trambull, Underwood, P. J. Wagner, Warren, 
He HOG, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, nearly every member of the Opposition, and great E. D. White, J. White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Willams, 
ill 22] dilendD. White John White, Wick, Thomas W. Williams, confusion prevailed. J. L. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams—87, 


oseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Wil- NAYS—Messrs. Judson tAllen, Hugh J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. But- 
ler, William O. Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, {William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Dana, 
Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig 
Droomgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletchei’ 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, Gerry, Griffins 
Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, 
Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Jo- 
seph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonord, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel 


= The SPEAKER with much difficulty succeeded in 
restoring something like order, and as none of those 
who had so vociferously called Mr. P. to order, 
raised any point, 

Mr. PICKENS proceeded with his remarks, and 
alluding to the words of Mr. Cusnina, that “this 
was the last act of the drama,” said this was the 
first, and not the last act of the drama. There 
were great questions that lay behind this, connected 
with the fiscal action of the Government, and 
which we will be called on to decide in the next 


called 
spect 
Kentuc 


ae 

o the bill was passed. 

he question then recurring on the adoption of 
title; which was in the following words: ‘‘An 
ind Bo provide for the collection, safekeeping, 
| called fer, and disbursing of the public money.” 

he be @Mfr, COOPER of Pennsylvania moved the 
aily. Gwing as a substitute for the above title, 
| UNA A bill to reduce the valne of property, the 
jucts of the farmer, and the wages of the labor- 
o destroy the indebted portion of the commu- 

















nd nays 


d 7 ; ; W. Morris, Naylor, Mewhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, 
*  @, and to place the Treasury of the nation in few years; they were all connected with one great Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, 
uspent Mhands of the President. and complicated system. ‘This was the commence- oe a a Rogers, Brel, ee 
. Shi Ww, Shepard, er mith, onn mi 10mas Smith 
ae tr. CUSHING then rose and said he ment, and only a branch of the system. S Senet weanilen, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen Swe- 
and DWMosed to move an amendmentto the amendment, Here the cries of order from the Opposition were ney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
1, 08)S Hon that motion he had a few wordsto say. The || renewed, and after the storm had somewhat sub- |} 80% Turney, Vanderpoe!, Vroom, D. D. Wagener, Nabeannagaene 
aod. ; ided Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, anc 
ndment of Mr. C. was then read as follows: sided, ; W orthington—128. 
n then MBAn act to enable the public money to be drawn Mr. P. said, rather than produce confusion at that So the amendment was rejected. 
10Ww ‘im the Treasury without appropriation made by || late hour of the day, when this great measuse was The title of the bill, as passed by the Senate was 
” ° so neara triumphant consummation; and, in spite adopted. 
+ yeas Gir. C. then resumed, and said he had moved the of all the exertions of its enemies, was about to be- Mr. NAYLOR made a motion to reconsider the 
—) as indment with a view of making a very limited |} come the law of the land, he would not trespass || vote, but subsequently withdrew it. 
wis of remarks pertinent to the subject. Hewas || any longer on the attention of the House. But the On motion, the House adjourn. 
’ 


gentleman had said that because the first section 


cwell,” proceeding to show why, in his opinion, the | 
had declared what should constitute the Treasury, 


Burke, Smments of the bill did not agree with its title, 
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arroll, Cagiiin and that another section had provided for keeping Waxes : 

rk A. Cool ; : EDNESDAY, July 1, 1840. 

Soho batt» PETRIKIN called him to order. portions of the treasury in other places than the A message was received from the President of 
ole, Dube SPEAKER said the gentleman from Mas- safes and vaults in the Treasury building of this || g. United States, by Mr. A. Van Buren, his pri- 

e . , z ’ : . : ; 

actives Ageset's bad a right to amend the title of the bill, |} place; that, therefore, it was to be inferred that || yate secre tary, in answer to a resolution of the Se- 
loimes, Hie Were Not a proper title, He had, therefore, a || those who were to execute it would draw money || pate of the 12th March last, enclosing a commu- 
on Se | oexamine the contents of the bill, to show |} from the Treasury without appropriations by law, || nication from the Secretary of War, containing 
rect, Leng Ue title was improper. and thus to perpetrate a frand upon the Constitu- || such information as could be obtained by his De- 
-Kay, Mali. PETRIKIN still objected. tion. Mr. P. said, let those who are to execute partment in relation to the miliiary preparations of 
ye bee he SPEAKER said the gentleman {rom Penn- |j this bill dare to commit this outrage, and use mo- |} the British Government on the Northeastern fron- 


vee Roviagl@aia would be pleased to reduce his point of 
aw, Sheet o writing. 

enrod, Slr. PROF FIT calied Mr. Perrixin to order; 
aoe vag after some colloquial debate, the objection was 
W Widindrawn. 


t. CUSHING then resumed, and appeared 


ney for purposes not intended in appropriations by 
law, and they would be visited with the indignation 
of an outraged and wronged people. It would be 
too gross and palpable. Such is not the broad 
meaning and intention of the bill. The construc- 
tion given by the gentleman was a forced and tech- 


tier: referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 


een! indignant at the interruption. He wished to |} nical one, and not natural. It was too strained to phe win ao poalle oa = Alle 
Carter, ChMgW if the measure was to be forced on the coun- |} be seriously entertained by any one fora moment. |} the British report of survey, and ace ompanying 
nee thout affording an opportunity to say asin- |} He raised his protest against it. map, referred to in bis m sa the Mendse oF 


ad, Rice @¥OTd. He said they were at the last act in the Mr, P. regretted the motion admitted of such || ihe 97th inst. 


a AO 





ir sate 


a da her lic 








496 


Mr. BUCHANAN would just state to the Sena- 
tor from Maine, that but one copy of that report 
and one copy of that map had been communi- 
cated to the President of the United States. That 
was done as an act of courtesy by the British Go- 
vernment, and the copy of the map and report thus 
received was sent tothe Committee of Foreign Rela- 
tions of the Senate, with a request that it should be 
communicated to the Committee of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the other House, and then returned. The 
British Government had not adopted that map, bat 
had informed this Government that they intended 
to lay it before Parliament. In the present state 
of the case, therefore, Mr. B. thought that it would 
not be proper to call for these documents and lay 
them before the world. 

The resolution was then, in conformity with the 
rules, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, in moving the consideration of 
the resolution submitted and urged by him some 
months ago, said: Mr. President, several months 
ago, I not only proposed, but urged upon the con- 
sideration of the Senate, the expediency of their 
fixing on a definite day tor the termination of the 
present session of Congress. A majority of the Se- 
nate did not sustain my views, they preferred leav- 
ing the question open to their own diseretion. 
The principal objection then urged to my views, 
were the important subjects then pending before 
Congress, especially the Independent Treasury bill. 
That bill has now passed the House of Representa- 
tives, and can no longer be urged as an excuse for 
prolonging this session of Congress. Therefore, I 
now hope to have the support of a majority of the 
Senate, in fixing this morning upon the day and 
hour when this session of Congress shall terminate. 
I shall propose, sir, this day two weeks, Wednesday, 
the 15th of July, at 2 o’clock p. m. 

The resolution was then taken up, when 

Mr. NORVELL said he was informed that the 
House of Representatives was at this moment acl- 
ing ona resolution fixing on the day for adjoura- 
ing the present session of Congress, and he would 
suggest whether it would not be better to defer act- 
ing on the resolution of the gentieman from Geor- 
gia, till they heard from the House. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said that, upon this subject, 
there should be tut one opinion. We have 
been here already too long for the interest of 
the country. If the day had been fixed, when 
I first propesed it, to adjourn on the 18th 
of May last, I entertain no doubt but we 
should have accomplished, and more fuily have 
discharged, al! the duties which devolve on the Na- 
tional Legislature, than will have been done by 
this extravagant extension of the sesswn. My 
friends around me ask that I will modify my pro- 
position, to meet what is said to be the views of the 
House—that is, to adjourn on the 2Ist inst. instead 
of the 15th. Sir, I cannot aggree to this modifica- 
tion; if it be forced upon me, I must submit to the 
will of the majority. I shall do so respectfully, but 
reluctantly. If it be now settled that the session of 
Congress will certainly terminate at the end of two 
weeks, we shall accomplish quite as much as we 
will do in three weeks, if that time be allowed. 

If we de‘ermine to adjourn on the 15th, we shall 
then go to work earnestly, satisfied that we have no 
time to lose. If we say the 2ist, it will tend to 
the belief, with many, that the balance of this week 
may be spentin arrangements for, and celebrating 
the memorable 4th of July. I will not attempt to 
urge arguments to sustain my opinions on this 
subject, but I shall adhere to the ground which I 
have taken, and yield only to superior force. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that he was informed that 
the House of Representatives had just this moment 
adopted a resolution fixing on the Qlst of July as 
the day of adjournment. When that resolution 
came to the Senate, it would be very proper for the 
gentleman to propose any amendment, changing 
the day, he thought proper; but he hoped that the 
gentleman from Georgia would wait tll the reso- 
lution came from the House. 

Mr. BUCHANAN expressed the wish that the 
gentieman from Georgia [Mr. Lumpkin] would 
withdraw his proposition. He had stood by him 
from the first on this subject; but as the House 


nee 
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had all the business that was to do, and the Senate 
but litile, and the former having fixed upon a day 
by which they could get through with it, they had 
better take the House at its word. He should very 
reluctantly vole against the propositien of his 
friend from Georgia; but for a difference of six 
days only be could not oppose the wishes of the 
House. He thought that they had better take the 
House at i's word, and that both Houses should go 
regularly and systematically to work in order to 
get through with the business before them by the 
2QIst. 

Mr. GRUNDY suggested that it would not be 
altogether courteous to the other branch of the Le- 
gislature, nor proper and becoming in this, to pre- 
scribe to them the way in which they should do 
their business. The House having all the busi- 
ness before them, and the Senate but very liitle, the 
former was the best judge of the time required to 
do it in; and he submitted whether it would be 
proper for the Senate to say that this business must 
be done by the 15th, when the House said that it 
would take till the 2lst todo if. Without intend- 
ing any disrespect to his friend from Georgia, [Mr. 
Lumpxin,} he would move to lay his proposition 
on the table, till they could hear from the House 
of Representatives. 

This motion was agreed to—ayes 21, noes 12; 
and {the resolution was accordingly laid on the 
table. 

The biil to authorize the purchase by the United 
States the stock of the Louisville and Portland Ca- 
nal Company, was taken up as in committee of the 
whole, and discussed by Messrs. SMITH of Indi- 
ana, SMITH of Connecticut, CRITTENDEN, 
and BENTON, and was then laid on the table. 

The bill to provide for the more faithful execu- 
tion of the Jaws in relation to the coliection of du- 
ties on imports, was taken up, the question being 
on the amendment submitted by Mr. Huntinaron, 
which declared any witness incompetent who should 
have any interest whatever in the czuse, similar to 
the interest of the party in whose behalf he might 
be called to testify, which was further debated by 
Messrs. HUNTINGTON, PHELPS, GRUNDY, 
WRIGHT, and DAVIS for the amendment, and 
by Messrs. STRANGE, CALAOUN, and PRES- 
TON against it; when, without taking a question, 

The Senate adjourned. - 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, July 1, 1840. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON of Maryland, in- 
quired of the Crair in relation to the order of busi- 
ness. It was known to gentlemen that the charter 
of the District banks would expire on Friday next; 
he wished :he House to take up the Senate bill for 
the extension of their charters. 

The CHAIR replied that, as this involved a 
change in the order of business, it could be done 
only by suspending the rules, or by general con- 
sent. 

Afier some desultory conversation, the House 
came to an understanding that, after the expiration 
of the morning hour, the SpraKer’s table should 
first be cleared; in consequence of which, Mr. Jonn- 
son did not row press his application. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. BANKS asked the consent of the House to 
submit a resolution, which was read for the infor- 
mation of the House, as follows, viz: 

Resolved, The Senate concurring herein, that the 
Spesker of the House of Representatives and the 
President of the Senate, close the present session of 
Congress, by adjournment of the two Houses of 
Congress over which they preside respectively, on 
Monday, the 20th of July next, at 7 o’clock. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to the introduction of 
the resolution, un!ess modified so as to adjourn on 
the 15th of Jaly. 

Mr. BANKS moved to suspend the rules, and 
on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which 
having been ordered, were—jeas 140, nays 20. 

The rales paving been suspended for this pur- 

ose— 

Mr. BANKS modified his resolution by chang- 
ing the day to Saturday, the 18th, at 7 o'clock. 

Mr. CUSHING objected to Saturday or Mon- 
day, as in either case there was a great desecration 
























of the Sabbath day, and proposed Friday the 17 
or Tuesday the 2Ist. He would move Frida 
17th, at 2 o'clock. s 
Mr. DROMGOOLE wan‘ed first to inquire 
the Chairman of the Committee of Elections ho. 
soon it was probable they would report on the Ne 
Jersey case. % 
Mr. GRAVES objected to any Colloquies w; 
the chairmen a serene it 
Mr. DROMGOO did not press his inan; 
but gave notice he should vote for Tuesday a we 
2ist, as the day of adjournment. ; 
Mr. RIVES (a member of the Committee , 
Elections) stated that it was probable the commit 
tee would be able to report on the New Jersey a 
on the latter part of the next week. He was a, 
prehensive that it would not be in the power 4 
committee to close that laborious investigation ia 
time to have it acted on this session, if the earjie 
day proposed was fixed for the adjournment. The 
commitiee was extremely anxious that the question 
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should be settled before the termination of the ses. Ps 
sion. It was with that view that he had Voted Cor 
against the motion to suspend the rules. the 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the resolytion Ie 
by inserting Wednesday, the 15:h, at 6 o'clock oa 
and demanded the previous question. Be wi 


Mr. BANKS modified his resolution to Toss. 
day, the 2lst, at 2 o’clock. of ¢ 
Mr. CUSHING withdrew his amendment, 








Mr. BRIGGS spoke to order. a 
Mr. CAMPBELL (chairmain of the Commit beu 
of Elections,) having entered the House, wished » of | 
make a statement; but leave was refused. tion 
The call for the previous question was seconde tg I 
—ayes 113, noes 22, tier! 
The previous question was then put and carrie, HF ine 
And the main question being first put on My. v 
PETTRIKIN’s amendment, fixing on Wednesday, the oO 
15th, it was carried, by yeas and nays—yeas 105, T 
nays 95. lette 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WATTERSON moved to reconsider this 7h ¢ 
vote. 
Mr. HENRY demanded the yeas and nays i 193° 
which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted a 


follows—yeas 108, nays 84. * 
So the vote was reconsidered. mitt 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, chairman 951th 
of the Committee of Elections, was understood wi and 
say thatit would be impossible for the committee to port 
report this session, if the 15th was fixed for thei Nay 











day of adjournment. A 
The question again recurring on the propositio MM tran 
for adjourning on Wednesday, the 15th of July} mer 
Mr. BRIGGS demanded the yeas and nays on yeai 
that motion, which, having: been ordered, were— inex 
yeas 88, nays 113. prig 
So the amendment was rejected. 4 
The question recurred on Mr. Banks’s resolution, oid 
fixing on Tuesday, the 21st, at 2 o’clock; whieh be 
was adopted, without a count, and sent to the 8 ! 
nate for concurrence. h 
On motion of Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON, th Int 
House proceeded to the orders of the day; whieh it 
orders were first the business on the Spgaxer’ Sen 
table. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the foliR . 
lowing communications from the Executive: 7 
To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
Sir: I transmit acommunication from ihe Seere: * 
tary of the Navy, suggesting that an appropriatio 
of fifty thousand dollars be made by Congress i ,- 
meet claims of navy pensioners, payable on the 
Ist of July next, reimbursable by a transfer of i" 
stocks, belonging to the fund, at their nominal va- 
lue, to the amount so appropriated; and respectful- f 
ly recommend the measure to the consideration and 


action of Congress. 
M. VAN BUREN. — 
Wasuincton, June 19, 1840. 08 
On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, referred to the Com & me 
_—, of Ways and Means, and ordered tok of } 

printed. 
To the House of Representatives of the United Siates: ed 
I transmit the enclosed report of the Secretary of I 
War, with accompanying documents, furnishing 
all the information the Department has been able 
to obtain in relation to any violation of, or desire - 
h 
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